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About The Guide

There has never been a better time to revisit the role and 
potential of the rural village and its surroundings.The 
economic downturn has affected food and energy prices 
and housing costs making it harder for many to make ends 
meet. Climate change and pressures on resources mean 
low prices on many essentials are likely to be a thing of 
the past and may mean significant changes in lifestyle. 

This document provides some ideas and directions 
to grasp the opportunities of the Northern Ireland 
Rural Development Programme (NIRDP) 2007-
2013 to make your village part of the solution 
to affordable and sustainable living.

Each section of this document introduces new thinking 
around village developments which offer improved 
sustainability, a contribution to preventing damaging 
climate change and a way to cut the rising costs of 
living in rural communities. Links are provided for further 
research and contact with other projects and initiatives. 
This is a fast changing area of development and it is 
advisable to check latest developments whenever 
considering any aspect of village renewal included here.
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Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme 
2007-2013: Focus on Village Renewal & Development

Northern Ireland covers an area of some 1.4m 

hectares and has a total population of 1.7m 

(approximately 2.5% of the UK total). While around 

one third of the population lives in the Greater Belfast 

area, most of the remainder can be found in small 

towns, villages and more remote rural areas.

Regenerating rural villages and their surrounding 

areas by improving their economic prospects and the 

quality of life is one of the central tenets of the current 

Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme. 

According to the Programme “One of the strengths 

of rural Northern Ireland is the ability and willingness 

of rural dwellers to become involved in decisions 

about their future through the many and diverse 

rural community partnerships. A core principle of 

the approach to rural development in Northern 

Ireland is that the communities which most closely 

experience problems or which identify opportunities 

for development should be involved in the design 

and delivery of projects and programmes to tackle 

such issues and improve their quality of life. Local 

people should be supported in activities to promote 

sustainable village renewal and development and 

to enhance the sense of shared ownership, social 

cohesion and inclusion, creating equal opportunity for 

all to bring longterm benefits to the whole community.

There is a need for an integrated approach, at village 

level, to assist villages and their surrounding areas to 

realise the potential of their economic, social, cultural 

and environmental resources and ensure the areas 

reach their full potential. Investment in the social and 

economic fabric of villages through integrated village 

plans is essential to the development of a vibrant 

community. Support is required for action plans to 

create a long term vision for the village and surrounding 

area to meet local needs and those of visitors. There is 

an opportunity to enable and encourage rural people 

and community groups to become involved in the 

development of sustainable regeneration strategies 

and projects. Previous EU-funded programmes have 

shown that community development has contributed 

greatly to increased community activity in rural areas.”

There are four distinct Axis in the current Programme. 

Axis 3 is aimed at ‘Improving the quality of life 

in rural areas and encouraging diversification of 

economic activity’. Within this Axis Measure 3.5 

‘Village Renewal and Development’ focuses on 

•  Supporting activity and capacity-building 

enabling residents of villages and surrounding 

areas to create a vision for the area; 

•  Ensuring the economic, social, cultural and 

environmental potential of the area is achieved; 

•  Supporting actions which the local 

community has ownership for;

•  Formulation of an integrated action plan 

to define the role of the village and to fully 

develop the potential of the rural area. 

As this measure includes the potential of supporting the 

development of integrated village plans this document 

brings together different perspectives and resources 

which may be of assistance in using this measure to 

plan the best ways to make your village ‘Future Proof’. 

It brings together trends in planning for sustainable 

villages at a time of significant concern over the 

future sustainability of our current lifestyles. This is 

a time when the village community may see itself 

becoming recognised again as an important part of 

the solution to future sustainable living. But more 

importantly, perhaps, it is a time when the village 

can act to ensure everyone living there can cut the 

costs of living whilst retaining a high quality of life. 

Stewartstown, Co. Tyrone.
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Overview

Thematic Working Groups
The seven Axis 3 Local Action Groups (LAGs) in 

Northern Ireland have responsibility for allocating 

approximately £12m in funding to village renewal 

projects under the Village Renewal and Development 

measure during the programme period. 

The concept of Thematic Working Groups was 

developed by the European Network for Rural 

Development as a mechanism for researching 

and sharing existing learning and experiences on 

specific themes across the EU with the aim of 

improving the effective delivery of the programme. 

To this end in September 2009 the Rural Network 

for Northern Ireland (RNNI) established a Thematic 

Working Group (TWG) focusing on Village 

Renewal and Development to explore issues 

and practice relevant to the concept. The group 

membership was drawn from the seven LAGs. 

The work of the group culminated in the publication in 

September 2010 of the ‘Village Renewal and Development 

Report and Case Studies’. ‘Futureproof your Village’ is an 

extension of the work of the group in that it aims to bring 

some creative solutions to contemporary village living. 

Why Future Proof?
The title of this document is also a suggestion for 

the main aim of an integrated village plan; to future 

proof, and to safeguard the ability of people to be 

able to continue to afford to live in rural villages. 

The different sections in this document provide ideas 

for making up the contents of a village plan which 

will complement the general rural development 

of the local area and the wider rural hinterland. 

Rural Development has for its entire 20 year history 

placed an emphasis on village regeneration. 

The key objectives were tackling disadvantage,  

poor quality housing and health, lack of basic services, 

and quality of life, social inclusion and improved 

community relations. Alongside these issues have 

been concerns about planning and development, 

and the sustainability of ‘community’ in an ever 

more mobile society. Whilst all these objectives are 

important, they sometimes mean different sections 

of a community are ‘left out’, feeling that the issues 

do not apply to or affect them. They can also mean 

‘patching up and making do’ in a village rather than 

tackling issues which would make a real difference.

A village plan takes time, needs good ideas and the buy in of local people.  

The key principals for an effective village plan are:

Energy

The energy and motivation of people, but also the 

way energy itself as an expensive commodity can 

be used to guide planning thinking. Energy is a 

cross-cutting theme in this document. Energy costs 

influence the affordability of pretty much everything 

else we buy – from food to fuel to housing materials 

to medicines, so an ‘energy audit’ is a useful place 

to start in thinking about how village planning can 

help reduce costs. Suggestions about how to do 

an Energy Audit are provided in Section 2.3.

Creative Thinking 

This document is aimed to inspire positive 

thinking and creative ideas. In thinking about 

your own community, its time to think for 

yourself and to be able to think imaginatively 

in identifying potential solutions. In addition, 

and more pragmatically, innovation helps win 

grants – competition, after all, whether for 

grants, business, or support, is ably assisted by 

innovation, being first to try something new. 

Cooperation 

There is evidence that the more successful way 

to tackle changes which reduce energy costs, 

household costs and which contribute to tackling 

climate change is to work at community level. 

Collectively, more can be achieved than by individual 

households trying to make changes on their own. 

In order to look at the future of village 

life it would be useful to define what we 

mean when we talk about a ‘village’... 
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What is a Village?
The ideas and suggestions in this document could 

be applied to a range of settlement sizes but might 

work best at the scale of the village, big enough to 

enable schemes to work effectively but small enough 

to be able to build cooperation and support. 

Defining the term ‘village’ isn’t as simple as it may at 

first sound. When does a hamlet become a village? 

And when does a village become a town? The Inter-

Departmental Urban-Rural Definition Group in a report 

entitled “Statistical Classification and Delineation of 

Settlements” (2005) defined a village as having 

“a population of 1,000 people or more and less than 

2,250 people and is also outside the Belfast Metropolitan 

and Derry Urban Areas”. In total there are 48 settlements 

in this category in Northern Ireland. The report though 

did stress that the definition should not be used in a 

rigid way as others use different classification scales 

e.g Local Government and the Planning Service. The 

NIRDP 2007-2013 states that Measure 3.5 Village 

Renewal and Development is open to those areas 

with a population less than 4,500 and this is reflected 

in the Calor Village of the Year® competition which is 

open to all rural communities throughout Northern 

Ireland with a population of 4500 or under. 

For the purposes of this guide we will define a village 

as a collection of buildings (usually at least 20) that 

is larger than a hamlet, yet smaller than a town, and 

which contains at least one communal or public 

building. This is most commonly the parish chapel 

/ church, though it can be a school, public house, 

shop or post-office. Villagers will share communal 

resources such as access roads, a water supply, and 

usually a place of worship. Future proofing means 

adding to these shared resources – whether a district 

heating system, wind generator, or shared car scheme, 

costs can be saved by identifying new opportunities 

and technologies to improve local self sufficiency. 

Villages were created and have evolved because of 

particular combinations of geographical, commercial, 

economic and social factors. They expand, decline, 

move and fluctuate with the times. A rural village 

contains links to farming and to the land, and it is 

important to see the village not as an urban centre, but 

as a settlement linked to its surrounding countryside. 

These links need to be re-visited and strengthened as 

part of future proofing. Closely linked to the village is 

the underlying theme of community and community 

spirit – a recognised asset seen for rural areas.

What is an Eco-Village ?
Climate change and high energy prices are combining 

to create the circumstances in which we are all obliged 

to think again about the resources we consume. With 

this in mind, a number of communities are revisiting 

their village and local countryside in a new light.

Whilst sustainable development has been in the news 

and the policy agenda for many years, it has only been 

in the last one or two years that it has come to mean 

something significant to people. Everywhere we are 

asked to change our lifestyle, reduce consumption, 

travel less, reduce food miles, reduce waste, and shift 

to renewable forms of energy. New terms are creeping 

into our language reflecting the times we live in. Along 

with Eco-footprints’ are ‘Eco-Villages’, ‘Off Grid Living’ 

‘Downsizers’ ‘Energy Descent’ and ‘Transition Initiatives’; 

signalling a movement of people to respond to the 

challenges of climate change and uncertain energy 

reserves and become less dependent upon them. 

Within this context rural communities have 

advantages and challenges to consider in 

ensuring they can weather future change. 

Their advantage is in being surrounded by natural 

resources, by land which can be used to provide 

food, energy, health and relaxation. They are 

generally seen to be the strongest in terms of sense 

of community at a time of wider social instability. 

Their disadvantage is the need to travel to access services 

and employment or the added transport costs of bringing 

in goods or services or ‘exporting them’ from the village 

to other markets, at a time when the cost of fuel is 

rising rapidly and seems likely to continue to do so. 

Eco-Villages have been around for some time now 

but until now have remained part of the ‘Alternative 

1
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Section 1: Setting The Scene: Why Future Proof?

Scene’, marginal to the everyday concerns of most 

people. The term has become more commonly 

used today however but in so doing it has begun 

to accumulate different meanings when used by 

different people. The ethos of ‘eco village’ includes the 

original model as well as those as part of government 

schemes and as ‘eco –tourism’ initiatives. 

The original ‘eco-village’: is a model for combining 

different technologies for sustainable living encompassing 

energy, food, building, transport and community. An 

eco-village of this kind is developed by the community 

and has underlying shared values informing it. Local 

governance is also an important part of the approach. 

Rob Hoskins is a thought leader in the field of developing 

sustainabe communities. He has pioneered several 

schemes in Ireland under the heading ‘Transition 

Initiatives’. Rob states, “All the elements for a sustainable 

society are now tried and tested; affordable homes can 

be built with natural materials needing little or no heating, 

reed beds can treat sewage effectively, renewable 

energy systems are now cost-effective and efficient, 

and low-labour, high-yield food gardens have been 

shown to work in this climate. The logical next step is 

to draw all these elements together to create human 

settlements which demonstrate not only how sustainable 

living can be achieved, but also how it can create 

livelihoods, abundance, diversity and the strong sense of 

community so rapidly disappearing from our society”. 

Ireland now has a number of eco-village initiatives 

which have been inspired by other, longer established 

developments elsewhere in the world.

Original Eco-Villages
Two examples of eco-village initiatives include the Hollies, near Castletown-Kenneigh, Enniskeane,  

in West Cork and ‘The Village’ near Cloughjordan in Co.Tipperary.

This was the first attempt at an Eco-Village in Ireland. 

The vision for The Hollies was of a village of 16 

energy efficient houses, a Study Centre, offering 

accommodation and a venue for courses and training 

opportunities in green living skills, natural building, 

green business development, a Visitors’ Centre, 

combining a café and a retail outlet for items grown 

or produced on site. Sewage would be treated 

using reed beds and most of the energy will be from 

renewable sources. Initial plans for the Eco Village 

were submitted in 1999 and included demonstration 

gardens and aquaculture ponds with the land being 

developed as a combination of agro-forestry, coppice 

woodlands, forest gardens and intensive vegetable 

gardens. The vision was exciting, contemporary and 

ground breaking however was refused by Cork County 

Council, the plans being cited as “contrary to the 

County Development Plan”. The Hollies now operates 

as a centre for training in Practical Sustainability nd 

aims to create working examples of what a sustainable 

society might look like in the areas of housing, energy, 

gardening, economics and community development. 

For further information on The Hollies 

visit www.theholliesonline.com 

Case Study: The Hollies, West Cork

Market Garden, The Hollies.

Natural Cob Building, The Hollies.
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Ireland’s second attempt at creating a residential Eco-

Village has been more of a success. Its achievement 

as a residential space may be due to two factors; 

democratic support by a large number of members 

who used their own capital to initially move the scheme 

forward and buy in from the nearby Heritage Town of 

Cloughjordan. The Village is set on 67 acres of land 

and has space for 114 low-energy homes, 16 live-work 

units and 50 acres of land dedicated to woodland 

and food production. A renewable energy centre 

provides heat to all homes and plans are in place for 

community buildings and a green enterprise centre.

Founder members came together in 1999 to form 

Sustainable Projects Ireland Limited (SPIL), which 

trades as The Village. The Village is a company limited 

by guarantee but with articles of association ensuring 

that the group operates as a co-operative. A legally 

binding members agreement defines members’ rights 

and obligations. In addition members subscribe to an 

ecological charter which sets out guidelines for the 

design of the development and which will continue 

to affect all future operations. Much of the early years 

were spent developing the structure and ethos of 

the company and raising finance to buy land for the 

ecovillage. Capital was raised through the members 

putting in their own money and through a loan 

from an ethical bank. In 2003 members adopted the 

idea of shared purposes and principles: shared out 

responsibilities. Since then members have adopted 

a revolutionary organisational system which gives 

maximum autonomy to all participants. It represents 

a shift towards a new paradigm of self-organising 

adaptive systems instead of command-and-control 

ways of organising. In 2005 land was purchased 

in Cloughjordan and Outline Planning Permission 

was granted for a sustainable community of homes 

and work units. Infrastructure work in February 

2007 and construction of the first homes began in 

March 2009. The first residents of the eco-village 

moved into their new homes in December 2009.

For further information on the Village in 

Cloughjordan visit www.thevillage.ie 

Eco-Villages Can Also be a Part of ‘Eco-Tourism’
In this model the village and its countryside is recognised for its cultural and natural heritage, an 

asset for presenting a particular tourist ‘offer’. Maintaining that asset whilst supporting a tourist 

economy means also pursuing sustainable management practices which avoid damage to the 

environment and this is part of the eco-tourism ethos which has clear market potential.

This cross-border ecotourism initiative, funded 

under the EU INTERREG IIIa Programme Ireland/

Northern Ireland , ran for four years and has 

just concluded. The participating communities 

were Ballinaglera in Co.Leitrim and Boho in Co. 

Fermanagh. The project focused on developing 

Ballinaglera-Boho as an attractive destination for 

visitors and to support cross-border relationships. 

The partnership accomplished a host of initiatives 

including organising a series of meetings to explore 

the potential of ecotourism with tourism providers 

in both areas. Walks were developed in both areas 

which are now awaiting national certification; 

Web-based marketing for both communities was 

undertaken which led to the heritage and culture of 

the area being featured in a ‘Ramblings’ programme 

broadcast on BBC Radio Four. All actual or potential 

enterprises in both target areas were contacted and 

encouraged to develop their businesses and a total 

of 41 businesses were helped through the project. 

Case Study: The Ballinaglera-Boho Tourism Partnership

Case Study: The Village, Cloughjordan in Co. Tipperary
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These focus on eco-friendly housing developments where the government is seeking to respond to 

two concurrent concerns – lack of affordable housing and damage from unrestrained development 

to the landscape and environment. Developments in this manner are an attempt to reconcile these 

two by signalling a desire to build houses which are energy efficient and which have a lower impact 

on the surrounding environment. 

Eco Villages as Part of Government Schemes:

In 2008 the former Grosvenor Army barracks site, 

off the Sligo Road, at Enniskillen was acquired by 

the Department for Social Development (DSD) 

with the intention of being developed as part of a 

£40 million regeneration project in the shape of an 

environmentally-friendly ‘eco village’, containing 

500 houses. The sharp economic recession which 

followed meant that those initial plans were 

shelved. However in June 2010 the Minister for 

Social Development Alex Attwood reinvigorated the 

scheme as he oversaw the clearance of the site for 

another scheme which will now provide homes for 

some of the of people on the Housing Executive’s 

waiting list for rented accommodation and a boost 

for the beleaguered local construction industry. DSD 

said the site was now revitalised as the foundation 

“for Northern Ireland’s first and largest eco-villages 

comprising social and affordable houses.”

Case Study: Grosvenor Army Barracks Re-development, Co. Fermanagh

Site for new Enniskillen Eco-Village.

In this document, references are made to eco-

villages of the kind described above, but these 

are significantly different development initiatives 

which require considerable commitment to take 

forward. It isn’t necessary to think of your village 

as an eco-village, or a transition initiative, but in 

each case doing so can link you into networks of 

other communities who are trying the same thing, 

offering a range of ideas and advisory support. 

The main thing is to find a way of describing an 

integrated planning exercise aimed at sustaining 

your village that appeals to everyone. Future Proof 

your village to achieve sustainable local living 

could be the main message you need to gather 

the support and common purpose to take forward 

a number of sustainable community projects 

and resources for your village. Subsequent 

sections are designed to assist you to do that. 

Deciding for Yourself

Section 1: Setting The Scene: Why Future Proof?
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There are many different tools and approaches 

available to help you take stock of your village 

and decide what it is important to keep hold of, 

what to change and in what way to change it. 

Consider from the start the main priorities 

you want to aim for, for example:

Quality of Life: a place in which you and 

your family can lead healthy, satisfying lives 

without unwarranted stress or strain;

Sense of Place: a place which has character, 

a sense of history, and makes the most 

of its landscape and countryside;

A Place to Live and Work: a village which 

allows more people to choose to work near to 

where they live by exploiting local opportunities 

and creating suitable workplaces;

A Shelter from the Storm: a place which 

provides more independence from the peaks and 

troughs of global markets and political instability 

through, for example, more self sufficiency in 

energy and food and valuing local skills.

Different tools can then help you to think 

about and explore how these priorities can be 

realised within your locality. Some are more 

complicated than others, however, and in 

reality, what you are really doing is asking three 

main questions; What have we got? What is it 

possible to have? How do we make it happen?

In the coming sections, you will find that this 

document presents a selection of key aspects of a 

sustainable village, from energy to food, to health 

and wellbeing, education and housing and economic 

development which you can select from according 

to your interests and priorities. Ask each of these 

three questions against each of the main themes 

presented and you have your plan. 

In short the answers to these questions 

are succinct: Audit; Research; Plan.

Each of the following tools is effectively a way to 

systematically take stock of what you have, but also a 

way of thinking about your village, what it is like now, 

and what it could be. Each of the tools presented 

(as well as the thematic sections which follow) are 

geared toward examining this from a sustainability and 

cost saving point of view, rather than the traditional 

community audits, which can encompass a much 

broader range of issues, but often do so lacking a 

focus. This is not to say broader issues cannot become 

linked with the ideas considered here. For example, 

concerns about young people, or the wellbeing 

of the elderly, may well be addressed through 

projects addressing the development of local foods, 

local energy systems, or transport. These are core 

contributors to overall wellbeing and have relevance 

to and opportunities for the community as a whole.

Hillsborough, Co. Down.

2
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Section 2: Toolkits For Thinking

Whilst ‘audits’ automatically suggest ‘rational’ and 

quantitative (counting things), it is vital to also allow 

yourself and those working with you to recognise, 

record, value and include emotional responses and 

feelings about what you have and how things could be. 

Home, family and community are in their nature 

‘emotional’ places. Any successful plan should 

recognise needs to focus on talking to local 

people about the village and its countryside. 

These discussions can be held with a range of 

people and from those with different points 

of view - relations with farmers, for example, 

the importance of the countryside in people’s 

lives, the sense of community and so on. Using 

photography or story telling as methods of thinking 

about the village are also valuable in this regard. 

There are lots of ways you can gather information 

as part of your research. Here are some examples:

Talking About Audits 

Tool 1: Quality of Life Assessment (QoL)
Quality of Life Assessment is an approach as well as a 

technique for undertaking sustainability appraisals. It 

identifies ‘what matters and why’ for guiding decisions 

on the management, development and use of land. 

It considers social, economic and environmental 

aspects of quality of life, including the less tangible 

factors which relate to people’s own values.

The core idea of QoL Assessment is that the 

environment, the economy and society provide a range 

of benefits for human life, and that it is these benefits 

or services which we need to protect and/or enhance.

For example consider a small mixed woodland on 

the edge of a village. QoL Assessment says it’s not 

the hectares of woodland that matter in themselves, 

it’s the capacity of the wood to provide tranquil 

recreation, habitat for rare species, stabilise the soil, 

retain water, mop up carbon dioxide and local air 

pollution – and perhaps also support a livelihood 

in charcoal burning or coppice timber products. 

The advantages the QoL approach offers are:

•  putting all kinds of social, economic and environmental 

service – from the most technical and scientific to the 

most subjective and social – in the same framework 

•  combining a range of specialist, 

technical and community inputs 

•  providing a systematic framework for deciding 

how to build different assets into a village plan 

All applications of the approach 

involve the same 6 basic steps. 

Step 1: Purpose

The essential first step is to be clear 

about the purpose of the study.

Step 2: Identifying what is there

The purpose of the exercise will imply which sources 

of social, economic and environmental benefits 

need to be studied. A variety of techniques including 

traditional survey methods and character assessment 

may be useful for identifying environmental features 

depending on scale and circumstances. For example, 

a development study can look at the ways a 

proposed development would affect the local area. 

For comparing potential development sites already 

identified, QoL Assessment could concentrate on 

the differences between them, whereas an exercise 

carried out to identify possible sites in the first 

place would need to consider the whole area. 

Step 3: Benefits and Services 

The key to the method is to ask: what are the 

benefits and services which are made available 

from different assets in and around the village. 

Many places or environmental features provide a 

wide range of different services, and being clear 

about the purpose of the study enables the work 

to concentrate on the issues that matter and can 

be influenced, but as an overall audit of a village a 

document of assets and benefits / services can help 

identify what it is important to preserve or enhance 

or what needs to change or could be changed. 

Step 4: Evaluation 

This examines the benefits and services 

systematically, using a series of questions:

•  who the services matter to, why, and at what spatial 

scale: for example habitat quality may matter for 

biodiversity at a regional or national scale, while 

recreational access may matter for quite specific 

groups of people from a small local area; 



A village is (or should be) much more than a collection 

of buildings, spaces, roads fields and trees; it is a 

dynamic community that has been shaped, and will 

continue to be shaped by the people who live here. 

The Village Design Statement (or VDS), is a summary 

of what villagers think is important and distinctive 

about their village and its surroundings. It describes the 

village, as it is now, through the eyes and experiences 

of the local people. It has been produced after asking 

residents what they value about their village, the 

features they wish to see protected and enhanced, 

their views on future developments and how these 

should be in keeping with the character of the village. 

Local communities have a unique appreciation and 

understanding of their own place and a VDS is based 

on this knowledge. It describes the qualities that 

residents value in their village and its surroundings. 

Why Would We Want One?

A Village Design Statement provides local people 

with a useful guide to design and construction, 

when planning conversions, extensions or 

renovations. In a more general sense it also 

increases awareness of the quality and value of 

the shared built inheritance and landscape.

A Village Design Statement sets out clear and 

simple guidance for the design of all development 

in a village, based on its character. It is an advisory 

document produced by the village community, 

not by the planning authority. It will not stop 

change from happening, but it can help effect 

how any new building fits in to the village. VDSs 

are intended to influence the operation of the 

statutory planning system, so that new development 

is in harmony with its setting and makes a positive 

contribution to the immediate environment.

What Does A Vds Cover?

•  It describes the distinctive character of a 

village and its surrounding countryside;

•  It shows how character can be 

identified at three levels: 

- the landscape setting of the village,

- the shape of the settlement,

- the nature of the buildings themselves; 

•  A VDS sets down design principles based 

on the distinctive local character;

•  Production of a Statement fosters working in 

partnership with the local authority, engenders 

understanding of current planning policies, and 

offers the chance to influence future policies. 

Design Statements have been completed by a 

number of villages in the Republic of Ireland with 

the assistance of the Heritage Council. A national 

pilot project for village design statements, which 

was very much community driven, was launched in 

September 2010 in Julianstown, County Meath. 
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•  how important are they, which is a distinct 

question from the previous one: a service that 

matters at national level is not necessarily more 

important than one that matters only locally; 

•  whether we have enough of them– it is more 

important to maintain services which are in short 

supply (or in danger of becoming so) than ones 

that are plentiful (though obviously there are 

degrees of scarcity, and the method should not 

be used as an excuse to let things decline to the 

minimum acceptable level). Where we currently 

do not have enough, the aim should be increase; 

•  what (if anything) could make up for any loss or 

damage to the service– for example other places 

local people could go equally readily for the same 

types of recreation, or other areas that could be 

managed to support displaced communities of 

bird species. (Many services - notably historical and 

cultural significance - cannot be substituted.) 

Ideally, expert judgment and community views both 

need to be reflected, so QoL Assessment would 

recommend drawing on both public consultation 

and technical assistance from relevant experts, for 

example, environmental impact assessment, landscape, 

ecological, archaeological and characterisation studies.

Step 5: Management / Planning Implications 

From the evaluation, this step draws clear messages 

about the aims or policies which would be needed to 

ensure that social, economic and environmental benefits 

were maintained or enhanced rather than damaged.

Step 6: Monitoring 

The benefits and services identified as 

important in the process are, for this very 

reason, the aspects of the environment which 

should be monitored. QoL Assessment thus 

provides its own performance indicators.

Tool 2: Sustainable Village Design Statements



The Julianstown Village Design Statement (VDS) is 

the National ‘Pilot’ Project of the Heritage Council’s 

VDS Programme II. The process offered local people 

the opportunity to analyse their village and develop 

principles and projects for its future development. 

Professional and technical support as provided to 

local residents by a team of landscape architects. 

This included facilitating community workshops and 

helping to articulate observations and aspirations 

about the village, leading to the production of 

the visually rich VDS report. This highly successful 

project was steered by a group consisting of the 

Heritage Council, Meath County Council, BDOR 

Consulting and Julianstown & District Community 

Association. It was also evaluated by Tipperary 

Institute, the findings of which will be used to inform 

expansion of the VDS programme across Ireland.

The document can be downloaded from the

Rural Network for Northern Ireland website

(www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk) in the Sharing Practice 

section. The Village Design Statement is of value 

to residents, planners, designers and developers. 

There should be broad involvement of local 

interests so that the finished design statement is a 

representative document, and one that presents 

ideas for stimulating and sustaining community 

involvement in planning issues. It is important that the 

local community, plus planning authority councillors 

and officers are drawn in to the VDS process. 

Preparing a Village Design Statement doesn’t demand 

design or planning knowledge - the only requirement 

is an interest in the future well-being of your village. 

But it will need time, energy, imagination and 

determination! An effective Village Design Statement:

•  is developed, researched, written 

and edited by local people;

• reflects the representative views of a community;

•  involves a wide cross-section of 

residents in its production;

• describes the visual character of the village;

•  demonstrates how local character and distinctiveness 

can be protected and enhanced in new development;

•  is compatible with the statutory planning 

system and its local application;

•  should be accepted as supplementary planning 

guidance (and thereby influence developers and 

decisions on individual planning applications);

• is relevant to all forms and scale of development, and

•  is about managing change in the 

village, not preventing it.

A Village Design Statement is unlike any other 

planning document. It gives planning advice 

directly applicable to the statutory planning 

system and is entirely community based.
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Section 2: Toolkits For Thinking

Case Study: Julianstown Village Design Statement

Julianstown, Co. Meath.
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Tool 3: Energy Audit
A main source of an increasingly higher cost of living is 

the cost of energy. Where there is energy use, there are 

also CO2 emissions. Food production, processing and 

transport for example, are the biggest contributors of 

the main greenhouse gas emissions. An interesting way 

to take stock of the potential role of the village as a ‘cost 

saver’ and as a means to play a part in tackling climate 

change, is to consider how much energy is being used 

and in what ways by your own household and those 

of the community. This can act as a useful baseline for 

making decisions about development projects for the 

village which can reduce energy use and energy costs. 

1.  Energy Efficient Homes  

Energy audits are more usually associated with the 

energy efficiency of homes or buildings. This can form 

part of your village energy audit. Consider the situation 

of homes in the village in relation to insulation, tank 

insulation, low energy lighting, heating systems, and 

use of ‘microrenewables’ (household scale renewable 

energy devices such as small wind generators, 

solar panels, groundsource heating systems)

2.  Energy Efficient Buildings 

Continuing the energy efficiency theme, visit and 

assess any large public buildings in the village such 

as community halls, libraries, information centres, 

and so on. Examples of improvements might include 

lighting (ensure low energy), decorative lighting 

(switch to LEDs), Occupancy sensors to control 

lighting (rooms with irregular use such as toilets, 

storage areas and offices), Water Heater Tank and 

Pipe Insulation and efficient boiler systems.

3.  Energy for Lifestyle 

Much of what we need in our daily lives is accessed 

through travel. Consider how you and your family 

use energy in pursuing your day to day lives, 

from travel to and from work, accessing services, 

accessing recreation, shopping for food and other 

items, and so on. Extend this to others in your 

community. What does this represent in terms of

•  Cost (if the number of miles travelled is converted 

into cost per mile based on current petrol or diesel 

prices and the mileage of your car, for example);

•  Time (the time taken in travelling to and 

from a service, job, or pastime).

High energy costs for heating and running the 

home or community buildings point to improving 

energy efficiency (developing a community energy 

efficiency scheme perhaps) and exploring local 

renewable energy solutions (Section 3.2, Energy)

High costs for commuting point to exploring ways 

of working locally – shared services, lobbying 

for sufficient standards of broadband provision, 

working from home, new local enterprises, or to 

developing car share schemes (Sections 3.2 and, 

Settlement Planning and 3.4 Economic Activity)

Under the Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme Northern Measure 3.5 Village Renewal and 

Development - Village Masterplans have been devised across some of the Local Action Group (LAG) Areas.

In the current context it may be time to update the idea of Village Design Statements to encompass some core 

principles aimed at sustainability, and move to Sustainable Village Design Statements. Such a statement would 

complement an integrated plan, articulating a long-term vision for the village against which projects and developments 

can be set over time and as resources and opportunities allow them to be taken forward. The Ecological Charter 

used by The Village in Cloughjordan discussed in Tool 4 below shows some ideas for how this might look.

In the GROW LAG area (Antrim, Carrickfergus and 

Newtownabbey Borough Councils) a Village Facilitator 

has been appointed to engage local people to think 

about the future of their rural village and assist locals 

develop their Masterplan. The role includes working 

with communities in the villages and smaller rural 

settlements to help bring forward and develop Village 

Plans for these areas. According to the Village Facilitator 

“The aim of Village Renewal is to improve the quality 

of life, making your rural villages better places to live, 

work and play. The first stage of this will be developing 

village plans by looking at what is currently in place in 

villages and what they need to develop. The second 

stage is implementing the actions identified through the 

village plans to regenerate the villages and enhancing 

the community infrastructure. This could be improving 

how the village looks, providing signage or streetscaping 

or encouraging greater use of existing village buildings. 

Case Study: GROW Local Action Group
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Section 2: Toolkits For Thinking

Tool 4: An Ecological Charter

Energy Efficiency: “All buildings will follow the 

principle of low-impact and high performance 

design, improving the efficiency of the whole 

building and minimising heat loss through 

high levels of thermal insulation.”

Renewable Energy (RES): “The environmental 

impact of the development can be greatly 

reduced by supplying the community needs of 

electrical power from renewable means. This 

can be met by purchasing renewable energy 

from the national grid or from integrated 

local renewable power generation.”

Space Heating: “Should be achieved firstly through 

passive means: following bio-climatic principles 

of solar orientation and compactness in order to 

gain a useful percentage of passive solar heating 

contribution. A wide range of different techniques, 

such as wood stoves, heat pumps, CHP, solar 

thermal, etc, will gain the remaining needs.” 

Cooking Appliances: “Non-electrical  

devices are preferred; if not appliances  

of a high efficiency rating must be used.”

Domestic Hot Water: “Hot water supply will 

be met by active renewable techniques, such 

as roof mounted solar thermal panels. All 

boilers and piping will be highly insulated.”

Biodiversity: “The estate will be equally divided 

into three land use zones comprising residential, 

agricultural and natural/woodland zones. The growing 

of local food and energy crops will be favoured.”

Water Management: “Potable water consumption should 

be minimised to drinking and washing purposes only. 

Harvested rainwater and grey water can be used for 

toilet flushing and irrigation, etc. All wastewater will be 

separated close to source and treated onsite. Biological 

based systems required for sewerage purification, such as 

reed beds, will also add to the biodiversity of the scheme.” 

Utilising Solar Power.

The Village Ecological Charter sets out guidelines 

for the design of the proposed development and 

its future operation. It aims to assist members in 

deciding how they build their houses and interact with 

the entire development. It was drawn up to guide a 

consistent collective approach to the development 

of the village from scratch. Whilst it would not be so 

readily applicable to an existing village, it does offer 

examples of standards that could be aimed for as part 

of a sustainable village development plan. The Village 

website mentioned previously is well worth visiting for 

an overview of integrated sustainable village planning.

The Charter Includes: 

An Ecological ‘Charter’ has been drawn up by The Village in Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary.
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Tool 5: Ecological Footprints
Eco-Footprinting has become a central auditing 

tool as a result of climate change, but it is more 

concerned with our overall consumption of resources.

“Eco-Footprinting is a simple tool to measure and 

demonstrate the impact our current lifestyle has 

on the natural environment. It takes account of 

the total area of productive land and sea required 

to feed us, provide the resources we need, heat 

our homes, fuel our cars, absorb our waste and 

greenhouse gases, and support our infrastructure. 

It is expressed in global hectares per person (gha).

The more land we need, the higher our footprint 

is, and the greater our impact on the environment.” 

(Community Eco-challenge Project) 

Research published in 2004 by WWF has measured the 

ecological footprint of Northern Ireland which is the 

highest of any UK region, primarily the result of high 

domestic energy use and poor waste management. 

There are many Eco Footprint Calculators 

available online – one of the simplest is 

available at www.ecologicalfootprint.com 

Waste Management: “Waste reduction, reuse 

and recycling are core design principles of the 

project. Waste separation systems will be facilitated 

by the management company. A construction 

waste management strategy is also planned. 

Farm, garden and organic domestic waste will be 

collected and recycled where possible through 

composting systems onsite as fertiliser for gardens.”

Materials: “The embodied energy of materials (the 

amount of energy it takes to produce, transport, 

use and dispose of them) will be taken into 

consideration. This includes materials of a low-

embodied energy, locally sourced labour skills 

and materials should be used where possible, with 

minimum wastage. Construction waste will be 

minimised by dimensioning materials to reduce on-

site cutting and reusing off-cuts where appropriate.”

Transport: “The Village will encourage the use 

of public transport, car-pooling, community 

transport schemes, cycling and walking as modes of 

transportation. Individual parking will be limited to 

one space per household. Roads will be downsized 

in order to promote the concept of home-zones.”

Social & Community: “Sharing of common facilities 

where possible, such as collective laundry and 

transport will be favoured. Open and public access 

to all common amenities will be promoted.”
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Section 3: Themes

This section of the document aims to give practical advice and assistance on four 

main themes of village development and sustainability.

It Covers Five Main Themes:

Land: Linking to the countryside for food, recreation, 

health and wellbeing this section includes case 

studies on two projects which make use of 

the land in their area for community good. 

Energy: This section looks at reducing the 

dependency on oil and gas and cutting the cost 

of heat and power to our homes and community 

to ensure everyone can afford to live there. 

Housing and Settlement: This section examines 

ways of drawing up and agreeing principles for 

design and planning of houses which will enhance 

the character of the and forge community spirit.

New Economic Development: This section discusses 

how to maximise the potential for local and home based 

employment opportunities for village level enterprise.

Building with Social Capital: This section 

considers how to achieve achieving a vision, 

plan and projects which have the support and 

energy of the entire community and suggests 

10 steps for community involvement.

Land 
One of the aims of Village Planning may be 

to ensure strong links between village and its 

surrounding countryside, and between village 

community and its farming community.

Farming, food and forestry sectors are main land 

users, but land and access to the countryside is also 

important for quality of life, recreation and tourism. 

Land use needs to be sustainable, and communities 

need to build better links to land to help enhance 

approaches to sustainability. It is an irony perhaps 

that often, rural communities are least able to enjoy 

a walk in the local countryside because of traffic and 

lack of access. Difficulties arise because of insurance 

liabilities for farmers and the damage that people 

may cause in using the countryside irresponsibly.

The land which is best for agriculture happens to 

be best for building too. But it is limited- and once 

destroyed, it cannot be regained for centuries. 

Ideally, the approach to local land and the way it 

contributes to local development is one of partnership 

with the farming community to maximise overall 

local benefits. Land can be managed to deliver a 

wide range of benefits beyond food and fibre.

Land use is part of the overall approach to 

sustainability, not only in the ‘traditional’ sense of 

safeguarding primary environmental resources of 

air, soils and water; but in forming a resource for 

long term robust and adaptable rural economies, 

and long term robust rural communities! 

This has to include maintaining and enhancing 

landscapes, countryside character, biodiversity, 

historic and cultural values because these are 

increasingly central to new market opportunities 

(see Section 6 economic activity).

If new housing is a key trend in your community, 

it is important to identify what other uses for land 

are likely to be needed before irreversible decisions 

are made. Planning for land needed to power 

a district heating system, for example, planning 

provision for biofuels for key transport needs 

(agriculture, the school bus / community transport 

/ GP etc) and for local food production all need 

to be discussed and agreed as far as possible.

Village planning and land use planning need to work 

together to achieve more sustainable approaches to 

food, energy and wellbeing, and so integrated village 

planning should actively engage with farmers and 

explore the resources and possibilities offered by the 

surrounding countryside. Division between ‘urban and 

‘country’ means a significant loss of opportunity for 

everyone and it might be worth considering whether 

‘village plan’ is the right name – community or 

townland plans may have a more inclusive message. 

3
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Biodiversity – An Asset Not A Barrier

All too often environmental and ecological 

concerns are seen to be getting in the way of 

development initiatives, yet a fresh look at what 

species inhabit your area, the contribution they 

make to sense of place and the significance they 

have regionally or even internationally might 

help to see this in a more positive light. A distinct 

local species could be the basis for a marketing 

logo and branding exercise for local foods and 

eco-tourism for example, or be the basis for 

attracting international visitors. A community 

working in balance with its local ecology can 

win distinction in the tourism marketplace. 

So make the most out of your local biodiversity 

– team up with farmers not just for food but 

for environmental goods and services also – 

education, recreation, tourism, even inward 

investment could follow from good stewardship 

of this undervalued resource. Seeds and rare 

breeds could be worth cultivating also in 

similar vein. Design walks or trails, on foot, 

horseback or cycle ride, to make the best of 

interesting wildlife habitats and features. 

Schools can get involved in biodiversity audits 

as part of their ‘outdoor classroom’ activities. 

Eco-Schools is an international award 

programme that guides schools on their 

sustainable journey to mainstream learning 

about sustainable development issues and 

sustainable practices into everyday school 

life. providing a framework to help embed 

these principles into the heart of school life. 

Eco-Schools is one of five environmental 

education programmes run internationally by the 

Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE). 

Northern Ireland has nearly 600 registered 

Eco-Schools representing nearly half of all our 

schools. Alongside helping schools to save 

money and improve their viability (vital to many 

small rural primary schools) the programme 

also helps schools build strong partnerships 

with the local community, ensuring young 

people become more engaged with local 

decision making. The Eco-Schools programme 

is designed to involve as many people as 

possible, both inside and outside school, to 

raise their awareness of environmental issues. 

Hedgerows can also be part of the plan 

– consider regionally appropriate plants 

to use, native plant nurseries (EcoSeeds – 

providers of Wildflower Seeds), plants that 

attract beneficial insects, and inclusion of 

hedgerows and trees in restoration projects. 

Case Study: The Dúlra Biodiversity Project, Carntogher

As part of the Northern Ireland Rural Development 

Programme 2001-2006, the Northern Ireland 

Rural Development Council (RDC) through the 

Prosperous Environment measure of the EU 

Building Sustainable Prosperity Programme 

funded a three year programme which sought to 

conserve and enhance the natural environment 

of the Carntogher area west of Maghera, Co 

Derry. The project was a powerful example 

of a local community promoting interaction 

between them and their environment as well as 

expanding environmental education opportunities 

locally. It included an Archaeology trail; Bird 

Watching; School Walks in Carntoger Wood; 

Tree planting and Wildlife identification. 

For further information on this project view: 

www.ancarn.org The Dúlra Heritage Course.
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Section 3: Themes

Trees and Business - Growing Together

Trees provide environmental benefits in cities, but also 

contribute to the economy of communities. A program 

of scientific studies has found that shoppers respond 

positively to trees in downtown business districts. 

These findings have been consistent across large, small 

and mid-size cities of the United States. The most 

positive consumer response is associated with streets 

having a mature, well-managed urban forest where 

overarching tree canopy helps create a ‘sense of place.’

Greenscapes provide energy savings, improve air 

quality, assist with surface water management and 

provide visual and noise buffers. Social scientists have 

learned that having nature nearby helps people cope 

with stress and anxiety and benefits child development.

Business recruitment and relocation efforts can 

benefit from green spaces. Businesses are often 

more willing to locate in places where the promise 

of a satisfying lifestyle can be used to attract and 

retain employees. Trees in the landscape of office 

buildings, home sites and commercial districts 

create places that are more liveable and appealing.

Systems of trees, forests and green space should 

be planned to provide plant and ecosystem 

benefits throughout a community, as well 

as potential sources of renewable energy, 

building materials, and craft resources. Wood 

and wood products are enjoying resurgence 

in interior design and building design. 

Community Food

One way for the households in a rural community 

to reduce the weekly cost of living may be to obtain 

food locally through a community garden (particularly 

valuable for those on low incomes or who are in part-

time or who are not in paid employment), through direct 

links to a local farm, or by setting up a food coop.

In most of these examples this also helps forge renewed 

links with the land and an enhanced sense of place 

which can strengthen community spirit. The aim here 

is not to generate economic activity (at least, not as the 

primary objective) but to reduce costs to the community 

of affording nutritious high quality food. There are 

considerable benefits to health and wellbeing from 

doing so, as well as contributing to climate change. 

There are economic benefits to farmers in renting 

land for an allotment or community garden 

scheme for example, or in directly supplying the 

community with food, helping to sustain local 

farming as a key asset to a rural community. 



20

Case Study: Incredible Edibles Cloughmills (IEC)

This Community Food Scheme was originally 

established as an initiative in Todmordern, Lancashire 

in England. Beginning with herb gardens, they planted 

and grew vegetables and trees all around Todmorden. 

The community also planted two orchards and have 

encouraged public bodies in the area to use their 

land – like the fire station and the railway station 

– or to work with them on their own Incredible 

ideas – like social landlord Pennine Housing which 

has begun distributing free herb boxes to tenants. 

Every school in the area is now also involved. 

The idea was taken up as a community concept by 

local people in Cloughmills, Co. Antrim. Cloughmills 

Community Action were inspired by the original project 

in England and established Incredible Edibles Cloughmills 

(IEC). The project has sought to engage young people 

in a community gardening programme with food and 

biodiversity at its core. The project was based around a 

cooperative fruit and vegetable growing scheme located 

in a previously overgrown, derelict area beside a local 

pub; the site has now been transformed to create an 

oasis of calm on a busy main street. Fifteen volunteers 

aged from 12 to 17 spent over 500 hours, supported 

by a growing band of adult mentors, learning new skills 

not just in working together but also in how and what 

to grow. The project focuses on a ‘Doorstep allotment 

scheme’ designed to provide residents on lower incomes 

their own small box, planted with crops and seeds. 

It also looks at food miles and dealing with waste. 

The project has so far won two awards:

•  The Sustainable Ireland Award for Most 

Inspiring Project by Young People;

•  Calor Gas Village of the Year Environmental 

Section (judges specifically highlighted 

IEC as a key factor in their decision).

www.incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk

Allotments

Some eco-village or transition town initiatives have 

identified allotments as a way to help improve 

access to good quality food. A lease could be 

negotiated for land to provide a number of allotments 

based on interest and could also include an area 

earmarked for a communal garden. Interest may 

come not only from individuals, but also perhaps 

the local school or community / voluntary groups.

Community Food Scheme are also a great way 

to bring communities together with a common 

cause. It’s also an easy project to generate interest 

in as most people need and love to eat!

Incredible Edibles, Cloughmills.
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Energy
Renewable energy and energy saving schemes 

are perhaps more technically challenging to 

achieve but have political support behind them 

and offer considerable potential for savings for 

households or for sustaining community services;

Energy costs associated with oil and 

natural gas are set to climb steadily over 

the coming 5 to 10 years. A number of 

factors could result in significant price 

instability in these energy sources;

•  Peak oil – that is, the inability for global oil 

production to increase beyond current levels 

and the associated likelihood that productive 

capacity could fall in the next 10 to 20 years;

•  Concurrent growth in demand from countries 

such as China, India and Russia, each embarked 

on significant programmes of economic growth;

•  Political instability surrounding relationships with 

and stability within key energy providers such 

as countries in the Middle East and Russia;

•  Threats to energy infrastructure from 

terrorism and severe weather events.

Northern and Southern Ireland are highly dependent 

on oil and gas as energy sources, and yet are quite 

literally ‘at the end of the pipe’. In contrast to New 

Zealand for example, which features a similar size 

population, and where 100% of energy comes from 

renewable sources, Ireland as a whole receives only 

around 4% of energy requirements from renewables. 

Renewable Energy Options

Renewable energy is a fast evolving industry and changes 

in energy trading arrangements, planning regulations 

(which are likely to be changed to be more supportive 

of well designed initiatives) and technical options for 

communities are likely. Researching latest developments 

in this area is therefore very much recommended. 

There is considerable potential for communities to 

develop their own small-scale renewable energy 

projects serving buildings such as schools, housing 

developments and community halls. Together with the 

well-known environmental benefits, the introduction 

of renewable energy will create opportunities to 

develop new local skills, jobs and income; it can 

lead to a diversification of the local economy 

and to the regeneration of under-utilised land.

There are a number of renewable energy options a 

village plan might explore and incorporate. Some 

would work for individual community buildings 

such as schools, halls and so on, or for individual 

households (solar panels, woodchip boilers, wood 

fuel heating, groundsource heating etc) which can 

be investigated further through organisations such 

as Action Renewables (www.actionrenewables.org). 

Two Renewable Energy solutions worth considering 

at village level include biogas and wind energy.

Biogas Farm.
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District Heating Systems using Biogas or Bio-Digestors

Ireland is considered to be among the countries 

of the EU with the greatest potential per capita 

for farm biogas. Biogas generation of heat and 

power which could supply households in a village 

with heating, or community buildings, or indeed 

business enterprises such as glasshouse production, 

can be based on a number of sources;

•  Short Rotation Coppice of both 

willow and poplar varieties;

•  Dedicated energy crops and herbaceous 

grasses such as miscanthus and canary reed.

It can be grown solely for the purpose of energy 

generation and used in the form of woodchips 

or secondary processed into bio oil/gas fuels;

•  Wood Fuel from forestry and arboriculture. Biomass 

material can be sourced during the thinning process 

or after harvesting, where as much as 30% of 

the felled plantation is currently left on the forest 

floor. Forestry residue can be used for energy 

generation in the form of logs or woodchip or 

processed into secondary bio-oil or bio-gas fuels;

•  Anaerobic Digestion of agricultural 

and food processing residues.

Your audit of local resources (Section 2) can 

help you to determine which of these has most 

potential for your situation. Some sources 

of advice and technical assistance in taking 

forward biogas options are given below:

Camphill Communities at Ballytobin, Ireland  

(www.aboutbioenergy.info) & Clanabogan  

near Omagh (www.camphillclanabogan.com).  

Agrifood and Biosciences Institute at 

Hillsborough (www.afbini.gov.uk) 

Planning Issues

When planning for biomass energy development, 

a consenting procedure is required for the 

various elements of the biomass chain, and 

the environmental effects need to be assessed 

at each stage. Planning and environmental 

regulations are authorised by various bodies: 

Detailed best practice on planning can be 

obtained from Action Renewables. Typical 

issues of concern for planners include:

•  Visual intrusion, particularly of the chimney, 

gas plumes and of the storage area;

•  Noise from engines, boilers, handling 

equipment and traffic;

•  The local ecology; and

• Traffic to and from the site.

Guidance will also draw attention to the landscape 

implications of, for example, coppice stands; 

and these aspects need to be addressed through 

careful design in keeping with the surrounding 

landscape. Essentially, careful consideration 

of landscape and ecological resources is 

advised, particularly in designated areas.

Wind Energy

Individual households might consider micro-

generation through small wind generators, although 

these are as yet often inefficient. Community 

buildings may also be able to utilise wind power 

using larger scale generators. A community 

might also consider a joint initiative through a 

community energy cooperative or share scheme.
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Renewable Energy options can be contentious if not 

properly introduced to and bought into by the local 

community. A village scale system may win more support 

in having direct benefits to residents; however for a project 

to succeed consultation and information are both crucial. 

Key issues likely to need to be addressed include: 

• Potential threats to local livelihoods

• Environmental factors 

•  Opportunities / benefits that may 

arise to the community

• The consultation process itself and 

•  How familiar and trustworthy the people 

are who are promoting the project 

Awareness and understanding about 

renewable energy and wider energy issues 

are also helpful in developing support.

Wind speed is vital to the effectiveness of 

wind generation of electricity. The Island of 

Ireland is the second most windy country in 

Europe, yet makes little use of this asset. 

Planning positions for wind turbines is also evolving. 

It is vital to liaise with your local planning office 

to find out what information you may need to 

provide with your application.  

The following planning issues are likely to apply:

• Visual impact

• Noise

• Vibration

• Electrical interference (with TV aerials)

• Safety

Wind Speed

Gaining Community Support for Renewable Energy Schemes

BioFuel

The potential to ‘grow our own fuel’ has been high on 

the political agenda recently in an attempt to reduce 

dependency on oil for transport. However, efforts to 

solve the problem this way run up against one key 

difficulty – the amount of land required to achieve it.

There is a recognised global impact on land 

use, prompting widespread examples of ethnic 

displacement, problems with human rights and 

impacts on the environment including destruction 

of rainforests. Set-aside land is being taken out of 

production meaning impacts on bio-diversity. 

Rather than seek a large scale solution to escalating 

fuel costs, a local solution may be more practical. 

Crops such as sugarcane or rapeseed are grown to 

supply essential local transport needs only, such as 

the school bus, agricultural machinery (for growing 

food), health services, and community transport. 

This might be planned in to the arrangements your 

village has with local farmers for land use for goods 

and services. Small scale biofuel production systems 

are in development involving groups of farmers, the 

technology need not be a problem. Similarly, more 

investigation into the materials that can be used to 

produce fuel could reduce the amount of land required 

to provide enough biofuel. A pilot project to explore 

viability is worth considering as part of the village plan. 

At present, market forces for biofuel production 

could make plans like this part of the longer term, 

but as petrol prices continue to climb and the 

affordability of essential services come under scrutiny, 

this may be an important aspect to bear in mind. 

Production of BioFuel.
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Energy Saving Initiatives

Ecovillage residents tend to aim toward more 

communal residential arrangements than 

conventional communities. This permits a significant 

sharing of energy, with numerous ecovillage 

buildings designed around heating systems, 

often based on the use of recycled woodchip 

as fuel, that heat entire residential districts. 

Good insulation is also crucial to reducing heat 

energy costs and collective initiatives to purchase 

and install insulation for the home is worth 

including in an energy saving plan. Insulation 

is hugely important in our climate where the 

sunshine is, to say the least, limited. In fact 

the last decade has seen a new generation of 

experimental eco-houses where the only eco-

feature is astonishing thicknesses of insulation 

- so much that they can heat themselves 

entirely with the waste heat from daily living.

More than half of the EU population live in rural areas 

which cover 90 per cent of its territory. Of these there 

are at least 30 million homes and businesses which will 

probably never have access to the natural gas grid and 

instead largely rely on high carbon energy sources.

These rural communities have different energy needs 

and have a reduced and more costly choice than 

their urban equivalents. In addition rural individuals 

have a larger carbon footprint than urbanites and 

need greater access to cleaner energy choices. 

The FREE initiative aims to raise the awareness of the 

responsible energy options available to rural homes and 

businesses which do not have access to the same energy 

infrastructure, solutions and support as urban area. 

The FREE scheme was launched and funded by SHV 

Gas, an independent family-owned Dutch company 

and the largest distributer of LPG in the world. In 

Europe, SHV Gas fuels the homes, businesses and 

cars of tens of millions of customers, most of which 

live in rural, off-mains communities. In Northern 

Ireland the FREE initiative is supported by Calor Gas. 

For further information on the FREE Initiative, Rural Energy, 

Solutions and Case Studies check www.rural-energy.eu

The Future of Rural Energy in Europe (FREE) Initiative
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Section 3: Themes

Housing & Settlement Planning

Quality Of Build

New eco-houses are designed to use 

lower ‘embodied energy’ materials, use 

more locally available materials and to 

be extremely energy efficient, but at 

the same time allow affordability. 

Work And Living

As Section 6 illustrates, trends for working 

from home are on the increase, but in any 

case homes which can also allow for small 

enterprises can assist local employment 

and a local economy in face of higher costs 

for travel and transport from outside.

Improved Local Self Sufficiency 

Reducing the need to travel to access services 

or to obtain food, or local sources of energy 

supply are beginning to be serious considerations 

in sustaining an affordable quality of life.

House Design 

Whilst a village plan cannot necessarily influence 

individual choices about housing and there are limits 

to what can be done with existing houses and limited 

household budgets, a ‘sustainable Village Design 

Statement’ or Ecological Charter could allow a 

community to sign up to some underlying principles 

they can work towards, influencing approaches to 

self build, to repairs and upgrades, and to community 

contributions to decisions on the sites for new housing. 

Some of the thinking on sustainable (eco) housing 

to take into consideration includes the following. 

Cob Housing.

Future Trends

Future trends brought on by climate change 

and higher energy costs have a number 

of possible implications for housing.



26

Principles Of Eco-Design:

1.  Working With The Sun 

The contribution of the sun to a house’s internal heat 

is called the solar gain. A fundamental principle of 

solar design is that it aims to maximise the solar gain in 

the winter and minimise it in the summer. Orientation 

is important - Orientation refers to the location 

of a house and direction to which a house points. 

Orientation is crucial for determining the amount 

of sun a house receives, because the direction and 

height of the sun in high Northern latitudes like 

Ireland changes dramatically throughout the year.

2.  The Best Materials Are Re-Used 

Re-use avoids the hidden environmental costs 

of materials including transport; it reduces waste 

(building waste is the main content of landfills yet 

recycling schemes concentrate on domestic waste) 

and it can be substantially cheaper than buying new 

materials. The use of whole, unprocessed, locally 

sourced materials is encouraged where possible i.e. 

timber, stone found on the site or from demolition, 

recycled slates, earth, clay, straw and other natural 

fibres. This also argues in favour of re-using old 

buildings and renovating rather than starting from 

scratch, particularly in the case of vernacular 

buildings. See for example, the Ulster Archaeological 

and Heritage Society (www.uahs.org.uk) for ideas for 

restoring older housing to retain cultural features but 

also to benefit from some aspects of traditional build 

that help reduce energy costs. Using local materials 

and restoring vernacular houses adds to the unique 

character of a village and its connection to the 

countryside around it.

3.  Energy Conservation Has Highest Priority  

In The Eco-House  

The greatest environmental impact of the average 

house is from the fossil fuels it burns for its 

energy. So, when there is a limited budget and a 

conflict of interest, prioritise energy conservation. 

And, there is the added bonus: saving energy 

saves money. The most effective way to conserve 

energy and cut heating costs is to insulate – 

buy and install the best insulation you can afford. 

4.  The Eco-House Aspires To Self Sufficiency 

The more that a house can meet its own needs, 

the less of a demand it is making on the wider 

environment. Examples of self sufficiency 

technologies include: solar space and water heating; 

using waste grey water and rain water; saving and 

reusing waste heat; electricity generation from 

windmills and solar panels; food production from the 

garden or local allotment. A house that reduces its 

consumption is a highly efficient low-cost house, but a 

house nonetheless. It is when the house starts meeting 

its own needs that it becomes a true eco-house.

5.  If You Do It New, Do It Well 

If it’s worth doing, it’s worth doing well. When you 

do work on the house, spend the extra to do it to 

the highest possible standard of craftsmanship. If 

you buy a new appliance or boiler, buy the best you 

can afford. If you can’t afford to do it well, hold off 

until you can. Shoddy work and cheap products are 

always a false economy and a waste of resources. 

Utilising Rainwater.

There are some things that fail so many 
environmental criteria that they can be declared out of bounds for any eco-house. They are: • Large single glazed windows on North facing sides• Rainforest and timber from intact ancient forests • Heated conservatories or garages 

• Gas patio heaters 
• Curtains draped over radiators 
• Electric clothes dryers 
• Heated out-door swimming pools and hot tubs• Incandescent light bulbs

Respect The Eco-House No-Nos
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Settlement Design

It is not possible to start most villages from scratch, 

but it is possible to set out a vision for the longer 

term future of a village as part of a Sustainable Village 

Design Statement which could be used in planning 

discussions, local regeneration initiatives and the siting 

of new houses. Needless to say as part of a village 

plan it requires maximum understanding and support 

across the community because consideration of 

the way a settlement is arranged is essentially about 

improving sense of community and community life. 

History has been the main influence on how a 

village has to come to be the way it is, and this 

gives it its character. A village Design Statement 

can identify what aspects of that character the 

community wants to keep and what could, as 

opportunities permit, be replaced with something 

better. Derelict buildings, for example, might be 

viewed as potential Brownfield sites by a visitor 

or as sites of special affection amongst locals. 

To continue to ‘evolve’ the village and its linkages 

with the surrounding countryside to be better suited 

to the challenges of the future, some principles 

by which to guide future developments can be 

useful which seek a balance between housing 

and the countryside, to ensure both remain part 

of the ingredients of a sustainable community. 

It takes energy to access services, and the more 

costly energy becomes the more expensive 

services also become, impacting on affordability, 

but also on the capacity of the public sector 

to retain local services. A range of ideas and 

solutions are available to retain or enhance local 

services, some of which are described here. 

Broadband 

In December 2009 Enterprise Minister, Arlene Foster 

announced a £48million Next Generation Broadband 

Project jointly funded by BT, Department of Enterprise 

Trade and Investment (DETI) and Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD). 

In addition in January 2011 Rural Development Minister 

Michelle Gildernew announced a further £2million 

scheme which promised to deliver faster broadband 

speeds by April 2011 to over 85% of businesses.

Transport

Shared car schemes, or links to community transport 

initiatives, are another way to enhance access. Western 

Investing for Health for example, developed the ‘Rural 

Link to Health’ project to promote dedicated transport 

schemes to Carrickmore Health Centre in partnership 

with Ulsterbus Rural Link, DARD, GPs and Sperrin 

Lakeland Social Care Trust to enable improved access for 

older people and others to health centre appointments.

Services

Cushendall, Co. Antrim.
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Economic Activity at Local Level
What can a village do about economic trends and job 

opportunities? For two reasons it is worth considering 

as part of an integrated plan: The village can examine 

how it best fits with wider local economic strategies and 

opportunities – eco-tourism for example, or local foods; 

There is no reason why some jobs and enterprises can’t 

be started locally, and market trends suggest there 

are new opportunities which suit local initiatives. 

The best bet is to consider local opportunities 

and wider networking together.

The ‘Knowledge Economy’ 

Along with sustainable development, the main influence 

on future economic opportunities and constraints is the 

way in which value is added to products and services. 

The ‘Knowledge Economy’, for example, should be 

understood as not only encompassing ICT and cutting 

edge technology, but also cultural and ethical sources 

of added value, of design, aesthetics and other forms 

of authentic worth which can be better communicated 

and appreciated in an information rich economy. 

What this means for the local village is three-fold:

1. Where and how people work is changing;

2.  Where and how value is added and then marketed 

places more emphasis on the unique places, people, 

and cultural and natural resources that they have; 

3.  Knowledge also equates to learning – tourism can 

offer a ‘knowledge-based approach to understanding 

the countryside and learning new skills which 

sustainable development also encourages.

Where And How People Work: Commuting Versus A Local Economy

Commuting levels are currently a sign of the 

relative health of a local economy to provide 

quality local jobs. The lower the number of people 

commuting out of an area to work, the better the 

economic circumstances of the area is likely to 

be. Commuting is also a result of people moving 

out to live in the countryside but continuing to 

work in urban centres. If migration into the area 

is high, therefore, but commuting also high, it 

suggests an area is socially advantaged (an attractive 

place to live) but economically disadvantaged. 

 

Commuting also means car travel and associated 

impacts on the environment, and on health and 

safety. Commuting also represents a time cost 

to those who must travel significant distances to 

work, which may impact on the time they have 

left to give to family and to community life. 

Working From Home.
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What Can A Village Plan Do About This?

A survey in 2008 of more than 1,000 senior executives, 

drawn up by the Chartered Management Institute, 

found 74% expected ‘virtual teams of employees’, 

working at a distance from each other, to become the 

norm by 2018. In other words, the need to commute 

to an office in the city to work is not expected to 

remain the normal way of working for many who must 

do so today. Traffic congestion, the cost of petrol and 

parking, and ‘a better integration between work and 

personal lives’, all act as drivers for this sort of change 

with significant consequences for rural communities. 

What does this mean for village planning? It suggests 

anticipating and enabling this trend to happen in order 

to ‘win’ the greater connection of people to a shared 

place when work and home are both together and 

more time becomes available to meet, talk, and maybe 

participate in village life and village projects. How can 

this be incorporated as an objective into a village plan? 

Suggested Actions: 

1.  Ensure adequate broadband service –  

hold the Government to their promise of full 

coverage in 2011. Broadband in rural areas 

is vital to supporting home working;

2.  Encourage homes which include room for an office 

/ workshop / retail unit (see housing section);

3.  Consider developing a Shared Office / Wireless 

Hub or office people can use to cut costs of 

standard office administration and equipment. 

Telecottages /Hubs

‘Telecottage’ is usually a community based facility that 

exists to assist learning, access to technology, access 

to work etc. for its local community. The Telecottages 

movement started in Sweden and the idea has been 

taken up quite widely, notably in the UK where it is 

estimated there are as many as 200 telecottages. 

Services offered by these hubs can include 

Photocopying, internet Access, Word processing, 

Database work, Spreadsheets and accounts, Desktop 

publishing and Training. This might be charged by the 

item/hour or outsourced, with separate rates possible 

for Charitable groups Local Individuals or Businesses.

Equipment needed includes Photocopier; Fax 

machine; Multimedia PC (as many as possible!) Printer; 

Telephone access (multiple lines) and Office furniture. 

Where And How Value Is Added And Then Marketed

Ironically, in an age of globilisation, local 

increasingly matters, for a number of reasons:

1.  there are growing markets for goods and 

services which are clearly linked to ‘real’ places 

and people, which adds its own ‘value’ in being, 

effectively, the human face of production in a 

mass production, technically driven world;

2.  there are growing markets for direct relationships to 

producers of food products, due to impacts on trust; 

3.  there is a growing argument for more locally 

self sufficient economies to reduce the need 

for transport and air miles on things like food or 

indeed furniture, clothing, and other goods;

4.  authentic local products are attached to place 

unlike the manufactured goods that chase 

cheapest labour costs and can move away, 

offering increased stability in local economies.

Sustainable development and the knowledge economy 

both now point toward opportunities to position and 

market both the village as a whole as a sustainable 

community and therefore its products and services. 
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Education For Sustainability

The knowledge economy also includes a desire for 

knowledge amongst people and an interest in new 

skills as part of activity-based holidays. The challenges 

of sustainable development also encourage people 

to become interested in aspects of self sufficiency. 

Good practice is an asset for demonstration purposes. 

Leaders in developing sustainable village systems could 

think of becoming education centres in conjunction, 

for example, with QUB, Gibson Institute and Rural 

College modelling sustainability in all its aspects. 

The Hollies Centre for Practical Sustainability run 

courses in organic gardening, building techniques 

and building wood burning stoves (an enterprise in 

itself) similarly, Orchard Acre Farm in Fermanagh 

(www.orchardacrefarm.com) offers a range of 

courses including creative willow weaving weekends, 

growing food to organic principles, Small garden 

food production, Gardening for wildlife , Vegetarian 

cookery, Tree shrub and hedgerow planting and so 

on. Much of the course content draws on local natural 

resources showing the full potential there is for utilising 

what is around you to create a tourism experience. 

Local Foods

A key area for economic development at local 

level is food. In Section 3.0 ideas for community 

gardens and community links to local farms were 

suggested which allow a village to supply its own 

food needs at reduced cost to each household 

(or improved quality at the same price).

Box Schemes are growing in popularity. A box scheme 

consists of a door-to-door delivery to subscribers of a bag 

or box originally based on seasonal vegetables and fruit. 

Use of the web to gather orders complements 

the weekly or bi-weekly visit to the farmers 

market – farmers markets are themselves 

gaining in popularity because of the social as 

well as economic and health benefits. 

Making more of the literary tradition and general 

heritage of the area in association with local 

foods can be valuable as part of a ‘food culture’ 

programme, feeding into marketing and tourism. 

This might be combined with the development 

of food trails throughout the area, linking in with 

culture and heritage. For inspiration have a look 

at Flavour of Tyrone (www.flavouroftyrone.com) 

or Menus of Moyle (www.menusofmoyle.com). 

Churchtown Farm, Strangford.



31

Section 3: Themes

Collective Community Effort
The ideas and initiatives outlined in this document 

will only work with the support and collaboration of 

people in their communities. Often, they will work 

better by networking and collaborating with other 

communities. Partnership with statutory bodies 

is also important in bringing in the right technical 

advice and support. Social capital therefore is a 

cornerstone for sustainable communities. Achieving 

affordability is best done as a collective endeavour. 

8 Steps for Building Community Involvement 

The following plan encompasses a range of 

community planning best practice it is useful to 

be aware of. Taking time to lay the groundwork 

is time well spent. Keeping things open to begin 

with, avoiding a pre-determined outcome, 

allowing things to unfold as they will, captures 

the real energy of people within a community. 

Making sure people are all aware of the issues 

is also important, and taking the opportunity to 

re-value the range of skills and knowledge of 

people in your community is also valuable. With 

increased local self sufficiency comes increased 

opportunity for local people to benefit from and 

contribute their skills and abilities, in employment 

or in helping to make things happen. 

It’s also worth thinking about planning and projects 

as learning opportunities – no-one can get 

everything right first time, or knows all the answers, 

but by collaborating and being willing to fail but 

learn progress is made without egos being hurt. 

The steps provided below are adapted from the 

Transition Initiatives Handbook. The aim here is to 

develop an Action Plan which plots a course by which 

a community can reduce its energy needs or replace 

them with local renewable sources. The plans typically 

cover a wide range of community life and as such, 

have the same planning objective as the integrated 

village plan suggestions outlined in this document. 

1.  Set Up A Steering Group 

This stage puts a core team in place to drive 

the project forward during the initial phases.

2.  Awareness Raising 

This stage will identify your key allies, build 

crucial networks and prepare the community 

in general for the launch of your initiative.

Steering Group.

Some Do’s and Don’ts for an effective Village Development Group can be found in the Village Renewal and Development Report & Case Studies (www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk) as well as Learning Points from established community groups. 

Do’s & Dont’s
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3.  Lay The Foundations 

This stage is about networking with existing groups, 

making clear to them that the village renewal 

initiative is designed to incorporate their previous 

efforts and future inputs by looking at the future in a 

new way. Acknowledge and honour the work they 

do, and stress that they have a vital role to play.

4.  Form Working Groups 

Part of the process of developing a Sustainable 

Village Plan is tapping into the collective 

knowledge of the community. Crucial for this is 

to set up a number of smaller groups to focus 

on specific aspects of the process. Each of 

these groups will develop their own ways of 

working and their own activities, but will all fall 

under the umbrella of the project as a whole.

5.  Build A Bridge To Local Government 

Whatever the degree of support your plan has it is 

also important to cultivate a positive and productive 

relationship with the local government in your area. 

Under the NI RDP Axis 3 & 4 are delivered through 

the LEADER ‘bottom up approach’ with Local 

Action Groups (LAGs) operating in each Council 

‘cluster’ area. The Village Renewal and Development 

Measure is conducted through the LAGs. 

6.  Develop Visible Practical Manifestations Of The Project 

It is essential that you avoid any sense that your 

project is just a talking shop where people sit around 

and draw up wish lists. Your project needs, from 

an early stage, to begin to create practical, high 

visibility manifestations in your community. These 

will significantly enhance people’s perceptions of 

the project and also their willingness to participate.

7.  Honour The Elders 

While you clearly want to avoid any sense 

that what you are advocating is ‘going back’ 

or ‘returning’ to some dim distant past, 

there is much to be learnt from how things 

were done, what the invisible connections 

between the different elements of society 

were and how daily life was supported. Finding 

out all of this can be deeply illuminating, 

and can lead to our feeling much more 

connected to the village in development. 

8.  Let It Go Where It Wants To Go… 

Although you may start out developing your 

village renewal initiative with a clear idea of 

where it will go, it will inevitably go elsewhere. 

If you try and hold onto a rigid vision, it will 

begin to sap your energy and appear to stall. 

Your role is not to come up with all the answers, 

but to act as a catalyst for the community to 

design their own transition. If you keep your 

focus on your own key criteria you will be 

surprised, if encouraged, that the genius of 

the community enables a feasible, practicable 

and highly inventive solution to emerge.
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Networks and Partnerships: Placing Yourself in the Bigger Picture

It is not a good idea to restrict planning thinking 

to one village alone and in isolation. Just as 

some solutions work best when people work 

cooperatively rather than alone, additional benefits 

can be achieved through effective networking 

or through forming work-based partnerships 

including those with statutory bodies.

Area based strategies show how some resources 

and assets can be utilised by presenting them 

in a unified way and offering a bigger presence 

than might be the case working as a single 

village – key links are made between tourist 

accommodation, food, culture, history and art, 

education, sustainable living, health and wellbeing, 

archaeology and outdoor activities. In collaboration 

with others, this can also be done regionally. 

Joint marketing and coordinated sales and tour 

guides enable everyone to benefit and should be 

part of any plan and audit for a single village. 

Other examples of the benefits of 

networks and joint projects include: 

•  Local foods, for example, strengthening 

networks of local, organic, food producers;

• Local Energy;

• Skills and knowledge transfer.

Those behind the pioneering Cloughjordan 

Eco-Village spent little time in getting the existing 

residents of the Cloughjordan village to buy 

into the idea of having the eco-village model 

emerge in their backyard. From the beginning the 

networked sought and listened to local views and 

knowledge and incorporated them into their plan. 

This successful method of cooperative working 

paid off as the eco village has given the local 

economy a huge boost. Since the project 

began to show signs of actually proceeding 

there has been a local rebirth in the historic 

village. People are moving back. Young people 

are staying. Shopfronts are being remodelled. 

A bank branch which had been closed has no 

reopened. So, in local terms, the eco-village 

idea has created momentum not in isolation 

but in complement with the existing village.

Section 3: Themes
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General Sites

Sustainable Development

www.sustainability.ie 

www.cultivate.ie

www.transitiontowns.org

http://transitionculture.org

www.permaculture.co.uk

www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk

www.rdc.org.uk 

Eco-villages

Sustainable Ireland 

www.sustainable.ie 

European Eco-village Network 

www.gen-europe.org

Local Eco-village and energy 

Transition Initiatives in Ireland

www.thevillage.ie

www.theholliesonline.com

Audit Tools

Village Design Statements

www.heritagecouncil.ie

Housing 

www.theholliesonline.com 

Renewable Energy 

DARD Renewable Energy Action Plan 2010 

(www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk – Publications section)

British Wind Energy Association

www.bwea.com 

The National Energy Foundation

www.nef.org.uk

Action Renewables 

www.actionsrenewables.org 

Camphill community Initiatives Ballytobin:

www.aboutbioenergy.info/Camphill.html

www.camphillclanabogan.com/heating.htm 

Agrifood and Biosciences Institute at Hillsborough 

www.afbini.gov.uk

www.afbini.gov.uk/index/services/

specialist-advice/renewable-energy/

Insulation 

www.theyellowhouse.org.uk 

Land Use 

Unusual plants seeds and advice

www.pfaf.org/index.html

www.irishseedsavers.ie

Federation of city farms and community gardens 

www.farmgarden.org.uk/northern-ireland.html

Eco-schools 

www.eco-schools.org.uk/links/ and 

locally www.tidynorthernireland.org/

Local Economy

Social Economy Network 

Local Foods (Economic Development) 

www.bigbarn.co.uk/

www.foodurbanism.blogspot.com

www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk 

FREE Initiative

www.rural-energy.eu

Useful Resources
Below you will find a summary of all the links referred to in this document

Useful Resources
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Towards The Future

Towards The Future

This guide is intended to assist those involved in the 
development of rural Northern Ireland to think clearly 
about the potential and role of our rural villages. 
Lifestyle pressures and the pace of modern life can 
often overtake any good intent we may have or 
hamper community involvement completely. 

It is hoped that the suggestions, examples and case 
studies shown here will re-invigorate local people to see 
the value and future possibilities of their local village. 
The opportunities for Village Renewal and Development 
under the Northern Ireland Rural Development 
Programme are far reaching. They are a great chance to 
make something real, positive and lasting happen in the 
places in which we live, work and raise our children. 

Much of the work for this document was done by Nick Mack who worked in RDC until 2007. Nick was and continues to 

be a champion of new thinking on rural development with a particular passion for sustainable living.

Photos on pages 5,7 and 12 used with permission of the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.
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‘The European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development: Europe 

investing in rural areas’.

Rural Network for Northern Ireland

17, Loy St, Cookstown

Co. Tyrone BT80 8PZ

Tel: +44 (0)28 867 66980

Email: info@ruralnetworkni.org.uk

www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk

Follow us on facebook

The Rural Network for Northern Ireland is managed by the Northern Ireland Rural Development 
Council (RDC) through the Agri Rural Forum as part of the Northern Ireland Rural Development 
Programme co-financed by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
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