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GdB NEWS, no. 6 October 2011
GdB News and events
Meeting on CAP reform

The next event of the Groupe de Bruges will be held in Fenyőharaszt, Hungary (some 60 km from Budapest) on Octobre 14 – 15 2011. The main objective of the meeting is to have a number of in-depth discussions on the CAP Reform that will form the basis for a common position on the CAP Reform. To prepare for the discussions three working groups have been created. After the meeting the Groupe de Bruges will present its findings in a CAP Reform position paper. 
Another main point of the meeting is the presentation of the e-learning course on the CAP.

E-learning course CAP with video from Commisioner Ciolos
The Groupe de Bruges, in collaboration with the Associazione Alessandro Bartola (AAB)/Agroregionieuropa and SPERA (Centro Studi interuniversitario sulle politiche economische, rurali e ambientali) is currently in the process of finalising the development of a comprehensive e-learning course on the CAP. The project, deemed EL-CAP, is based on the success of the Italian version of the course that was developed by the AAB.
The whole course will be operational at the beginning of November 2011. Obviously the aim is to integrate also the latest reform proposals by the Commission.

Commisioner Ciolos has kindly given his cooperation by means of a short video to endorse the course. The video as well as a preview of one of the modules can be viewed through our webpage www.groupedebruges.eu/course.

On October 15 from 14.30 – 15.30 the EL-CAP will be demonstrated during a seminar, which can be followed through live webstreaming at http://www.ustream.tv/channel/conferenze-associazione-alessandro-bartola. 

EL-CAP is made financially possible through contibutions from:
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The sole responsibility of the course lies with the Groupe de Bruges. The European Commission nor the Fondation Charles Léopold Mayer are repsonsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

Internship

Starting on October 10 Larisa Pircalabelu will join the Groupe de Bruges for a six months internship. She will assist the EL-CAP team in the communication and promotion of the course.  Larisa recently completed her Bachelor with honours Politics And Governance / Sociology And Social Science.
Collaboration with YPARD

YPARD is the acronym for Young Professionals’ Platform for Agriculture Research for  Development, a global FAO organisation that support young scientists in the field of agricultural research. 
YPARD and Groupe de Bruges have expressed a mutual interest in engaging themselves in a long term cooperation. More news will follow shortly.

New members
During 2011 a number of new people have joined the Groupe de Bruges as member. Miss Djzen Paunkovic is a medical doctor, who is currently involved in food and rural development projects in her country of origin, Serbia. Mr. Ate Oostra is a retired high ranking civil servant of the Dutch Ministry of Agriculture and currently active as private consultant. Mr. Domenico Viti is Professor of Agricultural and Food Law at the University of Foggia, Faculty of Law. And finally Miss Nerys Llewelyn Jones, who is a sollicitor in Wales with a special interest in the CAP. The new members are a clear illustration of the high level, but also the wide diversity of the Groupe de Bruges’members. Click here for a full overview of the Groupe de Bruges’ members
Social Media
Since the end of last year the Groupe de Bruges has started to become active on various social media platforms. We have created a Facebook page, a LinkedIn profile and a Twitter account: @groupedebruges with currently 260 followers. 
News

Commission’s proposals on new CAP Reform

Everybody was in anxious anticaption of the presentation of the legislative proposals on the CAP reform by the Commission on October 12. Really? No, not really. The surprise was substantially spoiled by the fact that draft proposals were already ‘leaked’ in August. 
Birdlife was among the first to offically react, disappointedly, to these proposals.

The Commission issued the official proposals on Wednesday October 12. 

What the European people think about the CAP

With a great sense of timing DG Agri - in a special issue of the Eurobarometer - published the results of a public survey on the CAP. The survey was held in all 27 Member States. Almost 27,000 civilians were interviewed.
Among the key findings were that almost half of the respondents are in favour of an upper limit on subsidies. An overwhelming nine out of ten people agree that buying local products is beneficial and that the EU should help to promote their availability. Almost half of all respondents say, however, that they find local products hard to identify.
ARC (Agricultural and Rural Convention)
On July 13 the Agricultural and Rural Convention organised its second conference at the premises of the EESC. The Conference focussed on the CAP debate one year after "The CAP post 2013" Conference organised by the European Commission in July 2010 as the climax to the public debate launched by Commissioner Dacian Cioloş.  ARC 2020 made a strong public contribution to that Conference. Then, the first ARC Conference in November 2010 finalised ARC’s ‘Communication from Civil Society to the European Institutions’, which was published to coincide with the Commission’s own Communication on the future CAP.

The second Conference heard reports from the European Commission and the European Parliament on their progress in shaping the future CAP; and provided an opportunity for debate within civil society about the emerging ideas and key unresolved issues. Commissioner Ciolos was one of the high level key note speakers of the conference. For a full report go to: www.arc2020.eu/front/the-2nd-arc-conference-on-13-july-2011 
ARC also prepared a first response to the Commission’s proposals on the CAP reform
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