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GdB NEWS, no. 5, May 2011
GdB News and events
Conference on CAP reform

On April 8 the Groupe de Bruges, in association with the MSc programme “Integrated Rural Development & Management of Rural Space” of the Agricultural University of Athens organised an international conference on the CAP Reform entitled “Dilemmas of the CAP Reform. Between competitiveness and public goods: can farmers deliver both?”. The conference was held on the campus of the Agricultural University of Athens and was attended by some 100 participants. Another 100 people followed the conference through the real time webstream.

The presentations of the speakers and the report of the conference and the subsequent workshops can all be downloaded from the Groupe de Bruges’ website: www.groupedebruges.eu. 

Grant from DG Agri
Last year the Groupe de Bruges, in collaboration with the Associazione Alessandro Bartola (AAB), applied for a grant from the European Commission, DG Agri, in the framework of the information measures relating to the CAP to develop and implement an e-learning course on the CAP. The project is based on the success of the Italian version of the course that was developed by the AAB.
Recently, confirmation was received from DG Agri that the grant application has been approved. This means that the Groupe de Bruges can receive a substantial sum for the development, implementation and management of the e-learning course. There is however the condition that an equal amount of match funding is necessary. The Groupe de Bruges Board and secretariat is now in the process of contacting potential sponsors. 
The objective is to have the course operational at the beginning of November 2011. In the coming weeks, the Groupe de Bruges secretariat together with the AAB, will set up an organisational structure for the development, implementation and management of the course. The name of the project is: EL-CAP.

The aim is to involve as many Groupe de Bruges members as possible in the project.

More news on EL-CAP will follow soon.
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co-financed by the European Union, Directorate General for Agriculture and Rural Development, Grant agreement AGRI 2011-0098

Next meeting

The next event of the Groupe de Bruges will be held in Fenyőharaszt, Hungary (some 60 km from Budapest) from Octobre 14 – 16 2011. The meeting will have a different character from the last meetings. It will be a two days meeting exclusively for Groupe de Bruges members. The first objective is to have a number of in-depth discussions on the CAP Reform that will form the basis for a series of position papers on the CAP Reform. To prepare for the discussions three working groups will be created shortly. Members will be invited to join one of these working groups. 
The second objective of the meeting is to organise a seminar on the EL-CAP project. At mid-October the e-learning course will be almost operational. A number of people that are not Groupe de Bruges members, but that have a direct involvement in the project, will join the seminar.
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EESC conference May 23
On May 23 the European Economic and Social Committee is hosting a conference “Food for everyone – towards a global deal”. The conference expresses the ambition of the EESC to contribute more to the debate on future food security world wide.
You are invited to join the debate: www.eesc.europa.eu/food-for-everyone/about.html. 
ARC conference July 13
On July 13 the Agricultural and Rural Convention will hold its second conference at the premises of the EESC. The Conference will focus on the CAP debate one year after "The CAP post 2013" Conference organised by the European Commission in July 2010 as the climax to the public debate launched by Commissioner Dacian Cioloş.  ARC 2020 made a strong public contribution to that Conference. Then, the first ARC Conference in November 2010 finalised ARC’s ‘Communication from Civil Society to the European Institutions’, which was published to coincide with the Commission’s own Communication on the future CAP.

The second Conference will hear reports from the European Commission and the European Parliament on their progress in shaping the future CAP; and will provide an opportunity for debate within civil society about the emerging ideas and key unresolved issues. It will help all parties to reflect on how far citizens’ concerns have so far been taken up in the institutional debate, and what further debate is needed before legislative proposals come forward in the autumn. Commissioner Ciolos has confirmed his attendance at the conference.
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