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News

Reactions on CAP reform proposals
Following the publication by the Commission ‘The CAP towards 2020: meeting the food, natural resources and territorial challenges of the future’ in November last year, all European institutions are in the process of preparing their reactions. Among them was the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), that published its opinion on March 16 (NAT/481 The future of the CAP).
The opinion was preceded by the draft report of MEP and member of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (COMAGRI) Albert Dess, published on February 15.
The documents have similarities as they both are advocates of keeping the two pillar structure but with a transition from historic entitlements to an area based system of direct payments and a further greening of the direct payments. Also only active farmers, the definition of which is still open for debate, should be the only benificiaries of direct payments.

The EESC opinion however goes further in introducing employment as an additional criterion.

What seems clear is that the relationship between a proposed increased greening of Pillar one direct payments and the Pillar two agro-environmental measures could become problematic and would require further clarification. 
Most members states opt for status quo

At the same time the Council was trying to draw final conclusions from a series of meetings on the CAP reform. At the last meeting, held on March 17, they failed to reach consensus on a draft text from the Hungarian presidency. UK, Sweden, Denmark, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia said they were unable to endorse the compromise text, which in their eyes reflected too much a status quo instead of necessary reforms. Nonetheless, crucial new members such as Poland and Romania, backed the comprise text. 
The ministers said they recognised "the need for a more equitable distribution of direct income support between member states, stepwise reducing the link to historical references."

Ministers said new objective criteria should be found for distributing direct payments while avoid any sudden change, and French Minister Le Maire said Poland and other countries had given up on the idea of a single, flat EU-wide rate.

Source: www.euractiv.com 
ARC: civil society puts its mark on the CAP debate
For a long time there was uncertainty about the way civil society would be engaged in the public consultation on the CAP Reform. Only in December 2009 the Lisbon Treaty was ratified, finally clearing the way for the new Commission to be appointed in the beginning of 2010.
Some civil society organisations, fearing the general public would, once again, be left out of the discussions and negotiations, took the initiative to create a common platform called the Agricultural and Rural Convention (ARC). The Groupe de Bruges was asked to support and facilitate the initiative.
From April 2010 onwards ARC has succeeded in engaging a growing number of NGO’s on all geographical levels and from a wide range of thematical and policital backgrounds to join the debate. This was facilitated through a dedicated website and the use of the new social media and with financial support from the French Fondation pour le Progrès de l’Homme and the Heinrich Böll Foundation.
On November 4 and 5, during a conference held in Brussels all ARC supporters agreed on a common communication that could act as a respons to the Communication of the Commission. ARC has succeeded not only in involving hundreds of parties in the debate, in committing dozens of organisations to its message, but also in establishing itself as a serious actor and civil society spokesperson for all relevant European institutions in Brussel.

ARC will continue, at least until the legislative proposals have been presented by the Commission in the autumn. 

For more information go to the ARC website: http://www.arc2020.eu
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GdB News and events
Conference on CAP reform
On April 8 the Groupe de Bruges, in collaboration with the MSc Programme “Integrated Rural Development & Management of Rural Space” of the Agricultural University of Athens, is organising an international conference on the CAP Reform. The conference is entitled “Dilemmas of the CAP reform. Between competitiveness and public goods: can farmers deliver both?” and will take place on the campus of the AUA.
The conference will be followed by a session of three parallel workshops, covering three of the main topics of the CAP reform: competitiveness, public goods and rural development.

The conference will also be webstreamed via the site www.ruraldevelopment.aua.gr.
More information on the Groupe de Bruges’ website
Annual members meeting

Following the conference the Groupe de Bruges will hold its annual members meeting. One of the main points on the agenda will be establishing the work programme 2011-2013.
Reinforcement of Gdb secretariat
Since November 2010 the Groupe de Bruges has engaged Codrin Paveliuc Olariu as policy officer. In this capacity he will work closely together with the Groupe de Bruges’ secretary, Bart Soldaat. Codrin is a 27-year old Romanian and is currently finishing his PhD in Agricultural Sciences, specialization Management and marketing in Agriculture at the „Ion Ionescu de la Brad” University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine in Iasi Romania.
GdB active on new social media

The Groupe de Bruges is known for its contemplative nature, far from the buzz and fuss of fast moving daily politics.  Having said this, it’s also evident that currently we are living in a web 2.0 environment. The Groupe de Bruges has decided to take a plunge into the world of the new social media to explore and assess whether or not this could have an added value to our activities. 
Since the beginning of 2011 the Groupe de Bruges has a page on Facebook and a Twitter account with already some 150 followers. We are now in the process of setting also a group and a number of subgroups on LinkedIn, which will be operational as of April 1.
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Who’s who?
[image: image2.jpg]


  Zdenek Linhart
was born in 1954. He is the son of the chairman of a collective co-operative farm. He studied secondary school of farming in Breznice, economics and management in Czech University of Agriculture, Prague, where he finished his post graduate studies and continues to works there as associated professor until now. Main subjects are Prognostics and Planning, Food Marketing and Marketing of Agricultural Products. He has organised exchanges first for students, later for farmers, across the iron curtain from 1984 onwards. He was active in the Agriculture Forum for Central and Eastern Europe, which was associated with Groupe de Bruges after 1990. He represents the Czech Union of Oilseed Producers and Processors on international negotiations. Linhart organises courses for the implementation of open source software for innovations as member of a co-operative of teachers, Agentura Agropro. He chaired the Czech association of hunters and organises touristic projects in that rural area. He runs and publishes research about print advertising with colleague from Jean Paul Verlain University of Metz, France, where he teaches Marketing of Innovations. Zdenek Linhart is also vice-president of the Groupe de Bruges.
New members

During 2010 15 new members, representing 11 European countries, joined the Groupe de Bruges. These new members also represent a wide range of professional backgrounds.
For the admission of new members the Groupe de Bruges has a membership profile. This means that members are expected to only represent themselves and to express their own opinions, to engage actively in the activities of the Groupe de Bruges and at all times maintain a true European attitude. An overview of all members and their CV’s can be found on the Groupe de Bruges’s website. The annual membership fee is 50 euro.

People that also want to become a member, should contact the secretariat
Library

The Groupe de Bruges wants to act as a knowledge interface on all issues concerning agriculture and rural development policies in Europe. In this section a selection of the latest publications will be listed. The full list of the most recent publication can be downloaded from the Groupe de Bruges’ website under the heading ‘New publications’. An overview of all available documents can be found in the Groupe de Bruges’ library
Selection of recent publications:
The top 100 questions of importance to the future of global agriculture – Jules Pretty et. al.. In: International Journal of Agricultural Sustainability 8(4)2010, pp. 219 -236

The Energy Report. 100% renewable energy in 2050. – WWF, 2011

Report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food - Olivier de Schutter, UN Human Rights Council, December 2010

Scarcity in a sea of plenty. Global resource scaricities and policies in the European Union and The Netherlands – Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL), 2011

Frenzy in the food market – J. Ghosh

Placing the 2006/08 commodity price boom into perspective – J. Baffes, T. Haniotis. World Bank, 2011

Why sustainability needs big business and why that’s not enough – H. Hamilton. Sustainable Food Laboratory

Public goods and public intervention. Conceptual framework on public goods provided through agriculture in the EU - ENRD Thematic working group 3. December 2010
Outlook opinion of the Commission for Natural Resources on Local Food Systems - Committee of the Regions. December 2010 

Food security and the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy: facts against fears – V. Zarhnt, 2011 

Management by objectives in the EU Rural Developments Policy. Lessons from the EU Cohesion and water policies – P. Roza and I. Terluin, LEI report 2011-011.
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Useful links

http://www.arc2020.eu: platform for debate and the development of a common message from civil society for the reform of the CAP

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/hicp/methodology/prices_data_for_market_monitoring: European Food Prices Monitoring Tool by Eurostat that was created after the publication by the Commission of the Communication ‘A better functioning food supply chain in Europe’
http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/wfs-home/foodpricesindex/en: food price index of the FAO
http://faostat.fao.org/default.aspx: rich resource tool of the FAO for statistical information on agriculture and food

http://portal.organicedunet.eu: a web portal and resource site with information on organic agriculture in Europe

http://www.agdevjournal.com/inaugural-issue.html: website of a new journal of Agriculture, Food Systems and Community Development (JAFSCD). The Journal is also managing the 
http://www.agdevonline.com/about.html a large repository of tools and resources for agriculture and food system
http://www.eaae-seminar.univpm.it/authors: all documents from the 122nd edition of the European Association of Agricultural Economist (EAAE), February 17 2011, Ancona, Italy.

http://www.agriculturesnetwork.org: The AgriCultures Network shares knowledge and provides information on small-scale, sustainable agriculture worldwide. They publish magazines and other media to build knowledge and exchange information. The purpose of the AgriCultures Network is to stimulate debate and facilitate concreted actions among stakeholders. 
http://www.agronomy-journal.org: is an international (on line) journal for scientific research on the interactions between cropping systems and other activities in the context of sustainable development. 
http://www.humboldtforum.org/index.php: the Humboldt Forum for Food and Agriculture is an international experts community, drawn from government, academia, industry 
and civil society. 
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