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[note for first time readers: if you want to continue receiving this newsletter, 
please send a note to info@groupedebruges.eu}
News

CAP post 2013 
Agriculture and Rural Development Commissioner Dacian Cioloş has announced the need for an extensive public debate on the CAP and his intentions to intensively consult stakeholders and civil society about the CAP post-2013 before deciding on how to proceed. This debate has been officially launched in April 2010. The consultation will be concluded at a so-called stakeholder conference on July 19 and 20 in Brussels, leaving only some three months for the public consultation. 
Later in 2010, the Commission will publish a major policy paper (a so-called 'Communication') on the future shape of the CAP. This would be followed by legal proposals which will be presented mid-2011 (http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/index_en.htm)  
A public consultation website has been opened by the Commission,  http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/debate/index_en.htm where individuals can express their views until June 3rd. 
EU2020

Commissioner Ciolos, addressing the European Parliament, has stressed the need to discuss the reform of the CAP in the context of the new EU2020 Strategy, which was published in March, (http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm). 

The Strategy is the successor to the Lisbon Strategy, who’s goals have been to a large extent frustrated by the global and economic crisis. As such the new strategy seeks to find answers to the crisis. 

The EU2020 strategy, which by the way holds no single reference to agriculture, was discussed by the European Council on March 25 and 26. According to Euractive Europe's new strategy for growth and jobs is on the ropes after EU leaders failed to agree hard targets on education and poverty – two of the five headline goals set out in the original proposal (www.euractiv.com/en/priorities). Approval of the Europe2020 by the member States is foreseen at the Council meeting in June.

Agriculture and Rural Convention (ARC)
Feeling that civic society will not be sufficiently engaged in the debate on the future of the CAP a number of European NGO’s, among which the Groupe de Bruges, have taken the initiative to form an alliance under the heading of the Agriculture and Rural Convention (ARC). Financially supported by the French Fondation pour le Progrès de l’Homme the ARC group seeks to involve as many stakeholders and civic society organisations as possible to develop a common communication to the European institutions. A website, www.arc2020.eu, will act as a main platform for debate.  For more information contact Groupe de Bruges secretariat, info@groupedebruges.eu.  
Launch of Global Forum for Rural Advisory Service (GFRAS)
On April 15 the GFRAS) was launched. Its purpose is to provide a space for advocacy and leadership on pluralistic, demand-driven rural advisory services in the context of the global development agenda. For more information: info@g-fras.org or www.g-fras.org. 

Future of Food 

On April 28 the second seminar on the Future of Food, www.future-of-food.com, was held in London, organised by Schuttelaar and Partners.  The seminar focussed on the role of the investment and retail sector to make the global food system more sustainabel. role of the 
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GdB Events

International conference on CAP post 2013

On April 16 the Groupe de Bruges, in association with the Associazione Alessandro Bartola (http://associazionebartola.univpm.it/english/inglese.htm), the Instituto Nationale di Economia Agraria (INEA), the Universitá Politechnica delle Marche Facoltá di Economia “G. Fuà” and SPERA, organised an international conference in Ancona, Italy on the future of the CAP.

Six key note speakers, representing a wide range of stakeholders, gave their view on the way the CAP should be organised for the next programming period. The conference was attended by over 100 participants, who engaged in a lively debate. See www.groupedebuges.eu for further details

top
Window on the CAP

Europeans, Agriculture and the Common Agricultural Policy

Last month the European Commission published a new issue of the Eurobarometer on the CAP (EB72.5). The report lists the results of a survey held among citizens in all of the EU 27 Member States, that was conducted in November and December last year.
The survey confirms the findings of previous surveys that the general public has little knowledge about both agriculture and the Common Agricultural Policy; 57% of the respondents never even heard about the CAP. A worrying fact, in the light of the Commission’s wishes to engage civic society more in the debate on the future of the CAP. Those that are in the know underline that supplying the population with healthy and safe food continues to be the number one priority of agriculture. There is however large public support for other objectives too, including preserving the countryside, combatting climate change, a more equitable distribution of financial support for farmers and linking financial support with environmental protection, animal welfare and food safety.
The full report and the executive summary can be downloaded from the Eurobarometer website: http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/eb_special_en.htm#336. 
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Who’s who?
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  Bart Soldaat 
was trained as a Rural Sociologist at the Wageningen Agricultural University in the Netherlands. After working for a Dutch farmers’ union for more than 10 years, he started his own consultancy in 2002. He’s Groupe de Bruges’ secretary since 2004, following in the footsteps of the GdB’s first secretary, Pierre-Yves Guihéneuf. He’s also coordinator of one of the 31 Dutch LEADER Local Action Groups and currently involved in setting up a local producers cooperative.

In his opinion: “European’s Agricultural Policy has always been the backbone of the European project, but is rapidly losing its legitimacy as traditional interest groups still hold a firm grip on the debate. The LEADER approach and methodology has for the last 20 years led the way in active civic society involvement at grass roots level. Let’s build on that experience to discuss a CAP for the future that includes more stakeholders in the debate”. 
Library

The Groupe de Bruges wants to act as a knowledge interface on all issues concerning agriculture and rural development policies in Europe. In this section the latest publications will be listed and can be downloaded from the Groupe de Bruges’ website under the heading ‘New in the library’. An overview of all available documents can be found in the Groupe de Bruges’ library
Recent publications:
· Sustainable Management of Water Resources in Agriculture (executive summary) – OECD, March 2009
· Does population decline lead to economic declinein EU rural regions? – DG Regional Policy. In: Regional Focus No. 01/2010
· Quelle agriculture européenne au 21ième siècle ? – La Maison de l’Europe de Paris, February 2010
· Towards a Common Agricultural Policy that meets today‘s challenges – German Advisory Council on the Environment, November 2009
· Opinion of the Section for Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment
on the Reform of the common agricultural policy in 2013 – European Economic and Social Committee, March 2010
· Impact of decoupling and price variation on dairy farmers’ strategy. Overview of theoretical and real effects  - Lelyon Baptiste et.al.. Presented at the OECD conferene Evaluation of CAP Reform at Disaggregated Level on March 10-11 2010
· <TitreType>Working document</TitreType> <Titre>on The Future of the CAP after 2013 – Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the European Parliament. Rapporteur: George Lyon, March 2010
· Avenir de la PAC 2014 – 2020. Pour une politique agricole, alimentaire, environnementale et rurale européenne. Constats, propositions et leviers d'action – Groupe PAC2013, February 2010
· Proposal for a new EU Common Agricultural Policy - BirdLife International, European Environmental Bureau, European Forum on Nature Conservation and Pastoralism, International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements, EU Group WWF – World Wide Fund for Nature, December 2009
· Provision of Public Goods through Agriculture in the European Union – Tamsin Cooper, Kaley Hart, David Baldock (IEEP), December 2009
· Why do we need a Common Agricultural Policy? – Discussion paper by DG Agriculture and Rural Development, December 2009
· Supply management and pricing policy of the food retail trade – Györe D., M. Stauder et.al., Research Institute of Agricultural Economics, Budapest, Hungary
· European Food Declaration – Declaration issues on March 16 2010 by European Coordination Via Campesina, Friends of the Earth Europe, Greenpeace, European Attac Network, Food&Water Europe, Eurogroup for Animals, Vredeseilanden, IFOAM EU Group, AEFJN, European Public Health and Agriculture Consortium, Seattle to Brussels Network, March 2010
· Final report for the ‘Update of Analysis of Prospects in the Scenar 2020 Study’ – ECNC, LEI, ZALF, December 2009
· "Fair revenues for farmers: A better functioning food supply chain in Europe" – Workdocument of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the European Parliament. Rapporteur: José Bové, February 2010
· Can we feed 9 billion people in 2050 in a sustainable way- NUTRECO, March 2010

· IESA Forum on the Cohesion of Rural Territories: from rural development to territorial development. Reflections departing of the Spanish experience, December 2009
· The State of Food and Agriculture. Lifestock in the balance – FAO, 2009
· The Global Food Challenge. Towards a human rights approach to trade and investment policies – Institute on Agriculture and Trade Polices (IATP), 2010

· Draft report on EU agriculture and climate change - Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the European Parliament. Rapporteur: Stéphane Le Foll, December 2009
· GDP and beyond. Measuring progress in a changing world. Communication of the European Commission to the Council and the European Parliament. 
· Natural handicaps in Dutch agricultural areas. Assessment of Less Favoured Areas based on biophysical criteria – Annemieke Smit and Fokke Brouwer (ALTERRA), 2009
· Vital Signs 2010 – World Watch Institute, 2010
· The use of market-based instruments for biodiversity protection – the case of habitat banking, EFTEC and IEEP, 2010

· Subsistence farming in Europe: concepts and key issues – European Network for Rural Development, 2010

· Global Diversity Outlook 3 –United Nations, 2010
· 21st Century captitalism. The change from inside: real shareholder value – Roland Menke
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Useful links

http://www.arc2020.eu: platform for debate and the development of a common message from civil society for the reform of the CAP

http://iatp.typepad.com/thinkforward/china: extensive IATP site, containing blogs from a number of well informed US students and scientist on a wide range of agricultural and rural topics in China

http://pr.euractiv.com: is a platform/portal for press releases on European policy matters. The page http://pr.euractiv.com/releases/agriculture%20%2526%20food will bring you directly to press releases on agriculture.
www.farmsubsidy.org: is run by EU Transparency, a non-profit organisation in the UK and Kaas og Mulvad, a research and analysis company in Denmark. Using citizens rights to access government information they try to obtain detailed information to payments and recipients of farm subsidies in every EU member state.

http://capreform.eu: is a site for news, views and analysis of the CAP

www.ceja.org/english: website of the European Young Farmes Organisation, CEJA.

www.ieep.eu/index.php: the Institute for Environmental European Policy (IEEP) is an independent not for profit institute dedicated to advancing an environmentally sustanable Europe through policy analysis, development en dissemination
The IEEP also hosts a special website dedicate to the CAP Reform: www.cap2020.ieep.eu. 
www.europesworld.org: independent Europe-wide policy journal, produced in association with some 130-plus leading European think tanks and academic institutions. Since its launch in 2005 it has become the premier ideas platform for new thinking on political, economic and social issues, read by over 100,000 of the most influential decision makers and opinion formers across Europe
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