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GdB NEWS, NR. 2, December 2009
News

Dacian Ciolos appointed as new Agriculture Commissioner
On November 27 Dacian Ciolos, former Romanian minister of Agriculture and member of the Groupe de Bruges, was appointed as new Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development by José Manuel Barosso. The Groupe de Bruges is of course enormously pleased with his appointment - still to be accepted by the European Parlimanent. During his years as member of the Groupe de Bruges he has presented himself as a true European with an intelligent and balanced vision on European agriculture and rural development. He will start his demanding position in a critical period. He will have to lead the difficult debate on the CAP post 2013 in the context not only of the Lisbon Treaty - giving the European Parliament the right of co-decision - and the current debate on the financial perspectives, but also bearing in mind that for the first time all 27 EU members will be involved in establishing the outlines for the new programming period. Given the large diversity in agriculture and rural areas this will surely be no easy undertaking. The Groupe de Bruges wishes Dacian Ciolos the wisdom and polictical agility to come to a new and well balanced Common Agricultural Policy. 
Read more …
Lisbon treaty ratified

The positive outcome of the second Irish referendum and the subsequent signing by the Polish and Czech presidents, the long and difficult process of ratification of the Lisbon Treaty could finally be concluded, clearing the way for Barosso to form the new Commission. 

As far as agriculture and rural development is concerned, the biggest consequence of the Lisbon Treaty is the larger political role the European Parliament will have in the decision making process. It has now equal rights as the Council of Ministers. The Parliament now also has co-decision rights on the whole EU budget.
This means that for the debate on the CAP post 2013 the Parliamentary Committee for Agriculture and Rural Development, chaired by former Italian minister of Agriculture, Paolo de Castro, will become an important institution for lobby groups, but likewise the Committees of Internal Market and Consumer Protection, Environment, Public Health and Food Safety and Regional Development.

FAO summit on Food Security
From 16-18 November world leaders convened at FAO Headquarters in Rome for the World Summit on Food Security. They unanimously adopted a declaration pledging renewed commitment to eradicate hunger from the face of the earth sustainably and at the earliest date, but no concrete targets or timeframes for action were set. 

WTO 7th Ministerial meeting

The Seventh Ministerial Conference of the WTO took place from November 30 to December 2 and brought together nearly 3,000 delegates representing all 153 Members. No new agreements or texts were adopted, rather consensus was reached that the target remains to conclude the Doha round at the end of 2010. WTO agriculture negotiations chairperson David Walker is planning fortnights of talks in early February and March to allow delegations more concentrated time to discuss remaining issues that remain undecided in the current “Rev.4” draft “modalities”
Climate summit Copenhagen: what does it mean for agriculture?

It is a busy time for world leaders, going from one G8 meeting to another summit, be it on world hunger, the economic and financial crisis or climate change. Currently they are meeting in Copenhagen for the United Nations Climate Change Conference.
As the negotiations are swinging almost on an hourly basis from almost complete deadlock to a possible agreement, the heads of state are gearing up for the grand finale this weekend.

Read more …
Free trade negotiations for agriculture between EU and Switzerland 

Switzerland and the European Union have been in the process of negotiating a free trade agreement covering agriculture, food safety, product safety and public health since the autumn of 2008. A free-trade agreement between Switzerland and the EU for agricultural and food products should open up markets for such products to both parties. This agreement would result in the abolition of tariff restrictions, such as customs duties and quotas, as well as non-tariff obstacles to trade, such as differences in regulations concerning products and stipulations regarding admission. It is foreseen to conclude the negotiations in 2010. According to Groupe de Bruges member, Hans Popp, this would be another major step towards a full EU-membership of Switzerland.
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GdB Events

International conference on agriculture, rural development and enlargement

On October 16 2009 the Groupe de Bruges in collaboration with the Albanian Foundation for Training and Development (AFTD) hosted an international conference in Tirana, Albania under the title “The future of agriculture and rural areas in an enlarging Europe: dealing with diversity”. 
Over 200 participants discussed concrete policy measures on a wide range of topics. At the conference the Rural Network Albania was launched by the AFTD. The presentation and reports from the conference and workshops are now available.
The conference was followed by an internal meeting of Groupe de Bruges members. 

The report of the internal meeting can be downloaded from the Groupe de Bruges’ website
Read more… 

GdB workshops on CAP post 2013

The debate on the CAP post 2013 will come into full force in 2010, as the new European Commission will commence its mandate. A large number of stakeholders are already warming up and taking positions. The Groupe de Bruges wants to provide independent input for the debate and also offer a ‘neutral’ platform for discussions. We will start off with two workshops. The first one will be on May 16 in Ancona, Italy, the second one on May 7 in Chania on the isle of Crete, Greece. More news will follow shortly.

top
Window on the CAP

CAP post 2013
Five leading European farming and environmental NGOs, who between them boast several million members, have jointly published a blueprint for a new Common Agricultural Policy. In an unusual and very modern step, they have published a draft proposal and opened it for consultation. They will produce a final version in 2010. The proposal, which runs to 28 pages, is for a radical reorientation of the CAP away from a productivist and income support model towards a ‘public money for public goods’ ethos.
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Who’s who?
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  Franco Sotte 
is full professor of Agricultural Economics and Policy at the Polytechnic University of Marche in Ancona – Italy.  He is the president of the Associazione “Alessandro Bartola”, an NGO engaged in agricultural economic and rural development research, and the editor of Agriregionieuropa, a very influential and widely diffused Italian electronic review on agricultural economics and policy. He is also the Italian liaison officer for the European Association of Agricultural Economists (EAAE). In the Nineties, as a consultant of DG Agri, he has been co-author of the Buckwell report. Presently he is a member of the Group 2013, a consultancy group of the farmers’ union Coldiretti. His research activity is dedicated especially to the Common Agricultural Policy and its reform, with special emphasis on rural development. He is a member of the Bruges Group since its start and is Vice-President since 2004.
In his opinion: “in the perspective of the end of the present programming period in 2013, the CAP needs to be strongly tuned with the Lisbon and Goteborg objectives and with the big challenges that Europe has to face in the 2020 perspective; in such a way, agriculture and rural territories can regain an active role in building a stronger and more integrated European Union”  

Library

On of the functions the Groupe de Bruges wants to fulfill is to act as a knowledge interface on all issues concerning agriculture and rural development policies in Europe.
In this section the latest publications will be listed and can be downloaded from the Groupe de Bruges’ website under the heading ‘New in the library’. An overview of all available documents can be found in the Groupe de Bruges’ library
Recent publications:
· The CAP in perspective: from market intervention to policy innovation – European Commission DG AGRI Agriculture Policy perspectives, no. 1, December 2009
· Volatility of farm income, prices and yields in the European Union – H.C.J. Vrolijk et.al., August 2009, LEI – Wageningen University
· Have the management instruments applied to the market in milk and milk products achieved their main objectives? – European Court of Auditors, Special Report no. 14/2009
· EU Budget Review. Options for change – Copenhagen Economics, June 2009

· An integrated and territorial perspective on food studies, governance and planning – prof.dr.ir. Han Wiskerke, October 2009, Wageningen University

· Food and the city. The links between food, public health and sustainable urban development: London as a case study – prof. Martin Caraher, October 2009, City University London

· The European Commission has recently released a series of working documents concerning the food supply chains in Europe:

· A better functioning food supply chain in Europe, COM (2009) 591

· The evolution of value-added repartition along the European food supply chain, SEC(2009)1445
· Improving price transparancy along the food supply chain for consumers and policy makers, (SEC(2009)1446

· Competition in the food supply chain, SEC(2009)1449

· Analysis of price tansmission along the food supply chain in the EU, SEC(2009)1450

· Commission proposes concrete actions to improve functioning of the food supply chain - EC IP/09/1593
· Regions 2020. An assessment of future challenges for EU Regions – European Commission, DG Regio.

· Agriculture at a crossroads - International Assessment of Agriculturral Knowledge, Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD), executive summary 
· Towards multifunctional agriculture for social, environmental and economic sustainability – IAASTD

· Territorial distribution of CAP payments in the Netherlands and present and future environmental policy targets – B.C. Elbersen, Alterra

· Simplification of the CAP – European Commission, DG AGRI, SEC(2009)1601 final

· Annual Report 2009 – World Trade Organization

· Agricultural and rural policy under Commissioner Mariann Fischer Boel – Mariann Fischer Boel
· Peak Performance. New insights into mountain farming in the European Union – European Commission DG AGRI, SEC(2009)XXX final (draft)

· Agriculture and climate: the critical connection - Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP)

· And especially for Chrismas: Environmentally effective food choices – Swedish National Food Administration
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Useful links

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rurdev/enrd: website of the European Network for Rural Development.

http://www.reformthecap.eu: a recently launched website, an iniative of Valentin Zahrnt,  economist at the European Centre for International Political Economy (ECIPE) and critical observer of the CAP.  This webpage is intended as a resource and platform for debate for all those interested in CAP reform: politicians, civil servants, NGO activists, journalists and citizens. The aim is to foster a better understanding of what is at stake and how to shape the future CAP.
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/consultations/index_en.htm: the website of the European Commission where all public consultations are published. On the right you can choose the policy activity of interest.
http://www.bloggingportal.eu: this site brings together the content of almost 500 blogs related to EU affairs. Agriculture is one of the main topics
http://www.worldwatch.org: The Worldwatch Institute is an independent research organization, established in 1974 and meanwhile recognized by opinion leaders around the world for its accessible, fact-based analysis of critical global issues. The Institute's three main program areas include Climate & Energy, Food & Agriculture, and the Green Economy.
http://www.siani.se/index.php: the Swedish International Agricultural Network Initiative (SIANI) is a multi stakeholder platform for government, civil society, private, research and education sectors to lay the foundation for collective action on concrete, urgent issues in development cooperation in which agriculture plays a vital role. It is a network initiative aiming to provide a long term form of institutional cooperation and support for Swedish actors. 
http://groupesaintgermain.org: GroupeSaint Germain is a French network of some 40 university experts and researchers from a wide range of disciplines. It was founded in 2006 under the honorary presidency of Edgard Pisani.  The Groupe wants to reflect on agriculture and food in the European and global context.  

http://www.cureforsustainability.eu/index.php?id=5594: The aims of the Convention for Urban and Rural Europe (CURE) are to offer ecommendations on policy frameworks and measures which will assist a sustainable approach to the future of urban and rural areas in Europe, achieved through effective partnership between governments and civil society and to build a partnership of organisations who are committed to building sustainable urban-rural relations throughout Europe. 
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