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Introduction

The Groupe de Bruges, founded in 1995 by former French minister Edgard Pisani, is an independent think tank and network on European agricultural and rural development policies.

As of now the Groupe de Bruges will issue each month an electronic newsletter in English and French. The newsletter will contain news about Groupe de Bruges’s events and publications and other materials concerning European agricultural and rural development policies.
News

Launch of National Rural Network Albania

On Octobre 16 2009 Fatos Fico, member of the Groupe de Bruges and director of the Albanian Foundation for Training and Development, will launch the National Rural Network Albania. This non-governmental network wants to act as a platform for all local rural stakeholders towards national agricultural and rural development policies and support local governements and private stakeholders in developing and implementing effective policies and projects.
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Events

International conference on agriculture, rural development and enlargement

On October 16 2009 the Groupe de Bruges in collaboration with the Albanian Foundation for Training and Development hosts an international conference in Tirana, Albania under the title “The future of agriculture and rural areas in an enlarging Europe: dealing with diversity”. 
( read more 

The conference will be preceded by study visits to the North of Albania on Octobre 15 and be followed by an internal meeting of Groupe de Bruges members. 

People that want to participate at the conference can contact the secretariat for more details.
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Library

On of the functions the Groupe de Bruges wants to fulfill is to act as a knowledge interface on all issues concerning agriculture and rural development policies in Europe.
In this section the latest publications will be listed. A full overview can be found in the Groupe de Bruges’ library
Recent publications
· Alternative futures of rural areas in Europe by Kristina M. Jansson and Ida J. Terluin Dutch Agricultural Economics Institute (LEI) 
· Agriculture and climate change. An agenda for negotiation in Copenhagen by Gerald Nelson of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)
· WTO Trade Policy Review of the European Communities
· Agrifood Industry Transformation & Small Farmers in Developing Countries, paper by Thomas Reardon, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan, USA, Christopher B. Barrett, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, USA, Julio A. Berdegué, Rimisp- Center for Latin American Rural Development, Santiago, Chile, Johan F.M. Swinnen, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Leuven, Belgium
· The new US Farm Bill: zooming in on ACRE, Monitoring Agri-trade policy European Commission

· China: out of the dragon’s den. Monitoring Agri-trade policy European Commission
· Historical price volatility, publication by Directorate-general for Agriculture and Rural Development of the European Commission,  Directorate L. Economic analysis, perspectives and evaluations, L.5. Agricultural trade policy analysis 
· Riding the wave: high prices, big business? The role of multinationals in the international grain markets by the Dutch Agricultural Economics Institute (LEI)

· The keys to a European strategy for rural development by Marjorie Jouen of Notre Europe
· New challenges for agricultural research: climate change, food security, rural development, agricultural knowledge systems, publication by the European Research Area of the European Commission
· Public Money for Public Goods: Winners and Losers from CAP Reform by Valentin Zahrnt of the European Centre for International Political Economy
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Window on the CAP

One of the Groupe de Bruges members, professor Franco Sotte, is also president of the Associazione Alessandro Bartola (http://associazionebartola.univpm.it). This foundation has developed a website (http://agriregionieuropa.univpm.it) and electronic newsletter on the CAP. The website and newsletter have so far been only available in Italian. It is the ambition of the Associazione and the Groupe de Bruges to make the information on the website available to English and French readers and if possible in the future in all official languages of the EU.

One of the items on the website is called Window on the CAP in which information on current issues of the Common Agricultural Policy is presented. Until the moment that complete website will be available in English and French we will publish each month one or two items that currently are at the centre of debate. Because of the holidays and the formation of the new Commission there is little hot news at the moment. Of course the crisis in the dairy sector has drawn much attention over the last month.
The dairy sector is experiencing a period of substantial price drop, after having made record increases throughout 2007 and early 2008. Because of the increasing difficulties of European producers, the delegations of Germany, France and Austria, supported by 14 other countries, presented at the last Council of Ministers of agriculture a statement in which they asked the Commission to take steps to confront the crisis. The Commission declared that it had already resumed the export refunds for butter, cheese and milk powder (skimmed and whole). Private storage of butter had been opened and expected to be extended after 15 August. Even for the intervention for butter and skimmed milk powder the Commission hopes to extend the period of acquisition past 31 August and the quantity eligible for aid has been increased. The school milk scheme has been extended to increase the range of dairy products offered to the children. The Commission considers it inappropriate to advance the report on the functioning of the market in 2010, because that would fail to take into account the effects of the first increase in milk quotas agreed with the Health Check, but said it was willing to present another report on the milk market similar to the one presented in March 2009 (pdf). Finally, Member States were given the opportunity to give up to 70% advance on direct payments to be paid from 16 October. The Commission also pointed out that the increase in Pillar II support that resulted from the Health Check, can be used to support dairy farmers. In fact, restructuring of the dairy sector was defined by the Commission as one of the new challenges that are eligble for the additional rural development funds. The Commission is however firmly opposed to return to the decisions taken about the increase in milk quotas that some countries would like to see suspended. According to Commissioner Fischer Boel, the industry's problems stem from the decline in demand, especially for products with greater added value, which is affected by the economic crisis and the unwillingness of households to spend, combined with rising supply of the main European competitors. In the meantime, countries are gearing up to respond to the crisis. France has said it is not proceeding at the moment to increase the proportion of the distribution obtained with the Health Check, but this should not cause a noticeable effect since the French production is already below the quota allocated to the country. Germany has instead announced a plan to support the sector and is pushing to convene a special Council on the crisis in the agricultural sector milk.
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Who’s who?

The Groupe de Bruges currently has over 40 members from 22 different countries. In this section each month one of the members will present himself or herself. In this first issue the floor is given to Groupe de Bruges’ president, Arie van den Brand.
Arie van den Brand was born in 1951 as the son of a traditional small farmer in the South-West of The Netherlands. He studied at the agricultural university of Wageningen and he worked for many years at the folkhighschool in Bergen. He was the director of In Natura, an innovative cooperative of farmers and citizens for the management of nature, landscape, water and other new green services. After his subsequent membership of the Dutch Parliament, he became president of Biologica, the dutch platform for organic agriculture. He is also the chair of the board of the Institute for Agriculture Trade Policy in Minneapolis since its beginning in 1986. He lives on a farm in a rural village, north of Amsterdam. He is a founder member of the Bruges Group and his President since 2004, succeding Bertrand Hervieu. 
In his view: “European agriculture is questioned because it is no longer in sync with the current stakes: the consolidation of the European Union; the new expectations of society concerning environment, land management, quality of food or animal welfare; the construction of a multipolar world in which food security for all would be asserted as a fundamental value". 
Useful links

http://www.future-of-food.com: 
The future of food is a series of meetings organised by Schuttelaar and Partners and the Wageningen University to discuss the role of new technologies in shaping agriculture and food. Three meetings and a book are the media for knowledge sharing and dialogue: 

· A seminar on technology answers to limited natural resources and expanding consumer demands in the global food system which was held in Brussels in 2008
· A ‘Future of Food Forum’ on the role of the investment sector and retail to make the global food system more sustainable, planned to be held in London this year

· A conference on the effects of economic and political globalisation on the food system, in 2010

· Publication of a book based on personal interviews with fifteen global opinion formers, 2010

· Identification of follow-up activities that will lead to an ongoing strategic stakeholder dialogue

http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/world/europe 

Food & Water Europe is an NGO working with farming, consumer, environmental, and animal welfare organizations to reform the CAP to protect rural communities, public health, and food safety.
http://www.pouruneautrepac.eu/en 
Pour une autre PAC is a new alliance of a number of NGO’s, Euronatur, Misereor (bith from Germany), Collectif stratégies alimentaires, Oxfam solidarité and Vredeseilanden that wants to contribute to the debate on the PAC post 2013, a Pac that has more consideration for the position of farmers here and in developing countries and for the external effects of agricultural production.  
http://www.eurocrop.cetiom.fr 
EUROCROP aims to define a common vision for the future of research and development related to arable crops. EUROCROP brings together concerned stakeholders and actors, to reach a collective analysis of research needs in order to improve the European arable crops competitiveness, and propose appropriate action. EUROCROP partnership includes organisations using research, including farmers’ organisations, and organisations providing research, innovation and extension services. Stakeholders and representative organizations of civil society in the field of environment preservation and consumer advocate are integrated in the partnership of the project, and act especially in the Project Advisory Committee (PADCO).
http://www.europesworld.org 
A new website and electronic news letter on general policy and political issues on Europe. It contains also sections on Think Tanks and China.
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