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French « Group Cap 2013 »

• A French platform that aims to bridge different more than 15 NGO's : 
nature conservation, sustainable development, sustainable & organic 
farmers, rural movement, solidarity & development

• Restoring links between agriculture, food, environment and rural
development. Such dimensions are too often considered as 
independent

• To achieve that, consider sustainable agriculture as a genuine outlook 
: how the CAP could support more ecological, productive and socially 
fair farming ?

• Popularize issues about agriculture in general and CAP in particular : 
e.g. « explain the CAP for dummies »

• Lobby work towards the French government



About the French context
• Agriculture and CAP are « new » political heritage for President 

Sarkozy

• Implementation of « Grenelle de l'environnement » program in 2010, 
as a test for agro-ecological commitments  and for the priorities in the 
future CAP [boost organic/reduce pesticides/enhance high 
environmental value certification/boost leguminous production/support 
grasslands]

• In the same time Farm ministry say, « Agri-environment is not the 
priority anymore, it's market regulation right now » ; “Environment, it's 
enough.. »

• President Sarkozy promised a European crisis if the CAP is not 
considered as a priority in the ongoing decade ; is ready to loose on 
subsidies if a « renewed communautarian preference » is established

• A joint position France & Germany on CAP after 2013 is scheduled in 
June 2010



CAP post 2013 priorities

1. Agricultural markets should be better organised so as to regulate 
prices to a incentive, remunerative and steady level, 

2. A truly consistent CAP that would not be damaging to the food security 
of south countries should be defined

3. Direct payments should be rebuilt on the basis of the remuneration of 
environmental services balanced by the employment.  

4. A sustainable agriculture that would efficiently contribute to the fight 
against climate change and address other environmental issues 
has be promoted

5.  Job-generating sustainable agricultures need to be supported and 
territorial cohesion has to be guaranteed in order to support rural 
development 

6. Consumption and food should be integrated into the heart of a
renewed CAP



Agriculture and environnement : an 
impossible wedding ?

� Economical crisis : in this difficult time, the lack of common 
perspective for future farming could lead to abandonment and collapse 
in farms and rural areas 

� A crucial context in the short term, that ask the question how to use 
the CAP in order to address simultaneously food sec urity, 
income support, natural resources protection, fight  against 
climate change, rural development and employment, a nd 
solidarity with Southern countries challenges ?

� Sharing hope that the CAP can be redesigned upon sustainability ; if 
so, urgent to build a new vision for future of farming and a 
renewed and legitimated social contract between far mers and 
consumers



Direct payments : a key issue 

� Current situation : an unfair and ill-targeted distribution of 
subsidies that cannot adress the income support ade qualy 

� A better acceptance of the CAP by the public opinion lies in a new 
legitimization of direct payments on the basis of the services provided 
by the farmer to the society (IEEP 2009)�

� Direct payments would be fairer by rewarding sustai nable 
farming through environmental services (« public goods »)�

� These new scheme for the direct payments system would allow to 
support a more ecological agriculture, in order to tackle better climate 
change et to protect natural resources.

� Nethertheless, market stability can contribute to reduce uncertainties 
for farmers, so they can accept easier social expectations and not 
reject



Productivity/climate/environment : 
Improve sustainable ways of 

farming
� Suggest leads toward the exit of models that depends too much on 
fossile energies with e.g. energetic self-sufficiency of farms, carbon 
storage agro-ecosystems that help creating  the humus of soils, etc...

� Taking the prevention over cure approach and consid er 
Biodiversity and Natural ressources as genuine inpu ts

� Recognize Low external input sustainable agriculture / organic & high 
natural value ecosystems in order to tackle simultaneoulsy new 
environmental and climatic challenges

� Move from agricultural productivity paradigm toward s ecosystems 
sustainability improvement because agriculture has n o future in a 
degraded environment



An opportunity for diversity, 
multifunctionnality and coherence

• Agriculture is an overall complex activity which cannot be cut in 
pieces, e.g. productivity on one side, sustainability on the 
second side, agroenvironment on the third side, etc....

• Make a reconciliation between agriculture and envir onment 
: by paying attention to the multifunctionnality of  
agriculture, farmers will further increase the resi lience of 
the farming environment

• Consider also social dimensions af sustainable agriculture with 
the CAP : renew generations, focus on employment creation 
and diversification, and preserve land cohesion (LFA's)�

• Find a better balance between agriculture and Rural 
Development approaches, and between Pillars of the CAP



In conclusion

• While the CAP is a veteran of reforms (path dependence since 
1992), it again facing changes but in a critical period right now

• A renewed CAP :  could the CAP propose a new social contract 
between farmers and society ? What for, for whom ?

• Consider also the next 2014-2020 framework as a transition period

• If the CAP is not be relegitimized and thus deeply refunded, it will be 
greatly weakened, or even called into question in the next few months

• The future of the CAP is all European's business and a legitimacy 
challenge

• Let us strive to bring the debate on the future of the CAP with civil 
society organizations !



Thank you for your attention !


